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Note from the Field Director

Field Education is identified as the signature pedagogy 
of social work. “Field”, as it is commonly called, refers to 
the social work education process in which students are 

immersed in social work practice via internships. 
Successful completion of the MSW degree requires 900 

hours of “Field”. We are excited about the impact our 
students are having on marginalized populations 

throughout the Inland Empire.  We are following the 
command of Jesus in Matthew 25:35-40 “ For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ 

Fireside Chat before 
the next Culture and 

Justice lecture 
3-4:15 pm in 

Staples with Dr. 
Howard
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Charlene is an exceptional student in the MSW program because of her courage, compassion, and 
commitment to serving others. Before attending CBU, she gained years of experience in the field of 

social work. Charlene was initially a state certified sexual assault crisis counselor. She says:  “I 
advocated for survivors and accompanied them to the hospital for their forensic exams and 

answered a crisis hotline”. Due to her dedication and hard work she earned “2015 Advocate of the 
Year.” She then worked for the County of Riverside DPSS, where she counseled students and 

mentored them through school, assisting them with things like book vouchers, college applications, 
and financial aid. 

Charlene later obtained a position with Riverside Area Rape Crisis Center as an Institution Advocate 
and Community Educator. In this position, she says: “I was the campus advocate for [over eight 
universities]. I helped students raise awareness on sexual violence [ ], provided education and 

awareness around healthy relationships, bystander intervention, sexual assault prevention and risk 
reduction, intimate partner violence, stalking, and human trafficking... Also, [I] counseled students 
and accompanied them to court hearings and law enforcement interviews. In addition… I provided 

direct services to inmate survivors from California Institute for Women (CIW)… as well as letter 
writing and counseling services. Lastly, [I] developed group curriculum and facilitated survivor 
support groups bi-weekly for the agency and taught women’s self-defense classes monthly”. 

She says that her motivations for pursuing social work come from her personal experiences with 
sexual assault and domestic violence. Depression and low self-esteem manifested in her life from 
these traumatic events, which fueled her passion for helping others who have struggled with the 
same things. Her future goals after the MSW program include becoming licensed and opening a 

“private practice specializing in sexual trauma, rape-related pregnancy, PTSD, anxiety, depression, 
Adults Molested as Children (AMAC), and family/individual/couples therapy." 

Her strong faith in Christ has allowed her to forgive her perpetrator and those who have harmed her, 
as well as given her a passion for serving others. Her son Ryan also attends CBU; he says that his 

mom is “his biggest motivator”. Charlene is a devoted mother; however, in her free time, she enjoys 
dumpster diving and refurbishing trash for her self-care. Charlene is already a successful student in 

the program and will influence so many in her future endeavors.
She says: “My assault changed my life and I want to use my past as an opportunity to help others 
overcome trauma through therapy, ongoing mentoring, and prevention education through Christ”

Student Highlight
Charlene Baca



Riverside Adoption Day
Riverside County held its Tenth Annual Adoption Finalization Day during 
National Adoption Month, and the event would not have been the same 
without the CBU MSW program. Four MSW students (Madison Phillips, 

Evan Thomas, Lauren Skinner, and Christian Torrico) came to the Riverside 
Historic Courthouse dressed in superhero and princess costumes. They 

sat with all fifty children who anxiously awaited hearing their name called 
to finalize their adoption. This was a monumental day for these children, 

and the service and compassion from these four students made each child 
feel loved and cared for. The program looks forward to making this an 

annual tradition. 
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Five MSW students (Imara Amaya, Charlene Baca, 
Tamekia Flannigan, Eucharia Eke, and Colleen Brown) 

served the homeless at Pomona Armory. These 
students made dinner for individuals experiencing 

homelessness as a part of their Marginalized 
Populations class. These five students made t-shirts 

for the event and arrived with a joyful and
compassionate spirit. 

Serving the Homeless at Pomona 
Armory

Catholic Charities Poverty 
Simulation

On Sunday, October 16, several CBU MSW 
students participated in the "Poverty 

Simulation" offered by the San Bernardino 
Catholic Charities. At this event, about eighty 

participants were able to step into the shoes of 
someone who is living in poverty. Other 

volunteers act as employers, law enforcement, 
social service workers, and bankers. Every 
participant is given a family and a real-life 

situation they must navigate, such as living in a 
homeless shelter or being a single mother with 

a low income. They are also given a profile 
where they are told what their family income is, 
any financial obligations they may have, what 

they owe every month, and any aid they receive. 
Some families may also have a special situation 

such as a member in prison or a child with 
special needs. Daily crises arise, such as a 
necessary car repair, and participants must 
figure out how to solve them. Other realistic 

experiences allow participants to understand 
the complexity and difficulty of poverty, such as 

being fired from a job, receiving no help from 
social services, not being able to pay bills, and 

not having the means to send a child to 
day-care. Most run out of money before the end 

of the simulation. The CBU MSW students 
learned what life is like for many of their clients 
who face these kinds of challenges every day.

MSW Student Speaks at Casa 
Blanca Community Action 

Committee Meeting 
Kenya Robbins spoke to the community members of 

Casa Blanca about the partnership between Casa 
Blanca Home of Neighborly Services and California 
Baptist University on November 8th.  Kenya shared 
with the community the programs being offered by 

MSW Intern Students at the CBHNS such as: 
parenting classes, anger management classes for 

teens, and employment assistance for teens (resume 
and mock interview training). Other classes 

include: "Men’s Non-Violence","In our Best Interest" (a 
program for battered women), "How To Complete the 
FAFSA For Teens", "Learn Social Media for Seniors", 
and many other programs.  Kenya shared about the 

program's upcoming events, such as the Harvest 
Festival and Coats for Kids. Kenya did an excellent 

job representing the MSW program. 
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Social Justice Thought 
"Any religion that professes to be concerned with the souls of men and is not 

concerned with the slums that damn them, the economic conditions that strangle 
them, and the social conditions that cripple them is a dry-as-dust religion." 

—Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Stride Toward Freedom, 1958

On November 18, Professor Jennifer Costello 
along with MSW interns organized a Harvest 

Festival to build relationship with those in the 
Casa Blanca community. Magnolia church 

partnered with CBU's MSW program to distribute 
over 200 tamales. MSW students manned game 
tables and provided information about upcoming 

programming offered at Casa Blanca Home of 
Neighborly Services. It was a great day for all. 

Harvest Festival

Coats for Kids 
During the month of November, the MSW program collected 109 coats for the 

Coats for Kids fundraiser. They were all distributed to children in need on
December 5. This was a great way to share the love of Christ during the Christmas 

season.  


