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Upcoming Events
NASW CA: Inland Empire Unit Awards Dinner
March 5th, 2018, 5:30 -8:00 pm
Registration is required
http://www.naswca.org/events
/EventDetails.aspx?id=1074868&group=
NASW CA Lobby Day
March 11-12, 2018
Sacramento, CA
Contact Dr. Lee-Johnson for more info
Culture and Justice Lecture Series
"The Path to Equity via Cultural Proficiency"
MARCH 29, 2018, 6–8 p.m.
Cherilynne Hollowell, MA
Innovators Auditorium

Sewing Hope for Haiti
March 10, 2018, 9 am -12 pm or 9 am -4 pm
The Grove Community Church
Contact Professor Jan Stanfield for more info
MSW Program’s Social Cinema Series Presents:
March 7th, 2018, 6:30-8:30 pm
In honor of International Women’s Day (March 8th)
Staples Room
Contact Dr. Armstrong for more info
Social Work Social
March 14th, 2018, 6:00-8:00 pm
All MSW students and faculty are invited to Dr.
Armstrong’s home for food and fellowship.
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Student Highlight
Jahmel Rover
Jahmel Rover is the highlighted student for this issue. His journey to becoming a
social worker began in his early youth, after losing his father and grandfather,
leaving him with only his mother and grandmother. His story came full circle when
he had children of his own and was inspired to become a social worker.
Prior to the MSW program, Jahmel completed his Bachelor's Degree in Psychology,
where he worked with individuals with mental illnesses. He said: "As an unlicensed
servant to human kind, I found passion and an aptitude for reaching people."
The greatest factors that have inspired him to be a social worker are his childhood
and facing great adversity. Losing his father and and experiencing firsthand how a
chaotic and dysfunctional family unit can cause disruptive ripples pushed him to
change the lives of others. After having his own children, he fully understood the
significant impact he has as a parent on their lives, inspiring him even more to
pursue social work. He is especially passionate about underprivileged minorities.
He explained that when the practical applications of social work have a profound
impact on someone, it represents a deeply rewarding and and moving experience for
him.
The ability to appropriately intervene in difficult situations in order to reduce the
effects of trauma inspires Jahmel to educate himself on these issues. He reports
that he has always been a social worker at heart because he has always stood up for
social justice and fought for the vulnerable. He states:
"I am truly motivated by seeing people achieve the changes they want to see in
themselves. Social work is a profession of the heart; I recognize the need and
accept the challenge."
Despite numerous challenges in life, Jahmel has persevered and has used his
adversity as fuel to change the lives of others.
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Point in Time 2018

Some members of the Love Thy
Neighborhood Student Group participated in
Point in Time. At this event, participants
count how many homeless are on the streets,
in order to contribute to a census. This allows
the community to be more aware of the
homeless population of their city.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Scholarship

Dr. Lee-Johnson, MSW Field Director, was the
keynote speaker at the Martin Luther King Jr.
Scholarship event.

Love Thy Neighborhood Student
Group

Interested in joining? Want to learn more?
Contact Dr Lee-Johnson or Dr Armstrong for
details.

Mayor's State of the City Address
On January 25, Riverside Mayor Rusty Bailey
delivered a State of the City Address, where
leaders in the community attended. Many CBU
students were invited to attend. Rose Mayes of
the Fair Housimg Council of Riverside won the Dr.
Carlos E. Cortés Award for Championing Diversity
and Inclusivity.

Fireside Chat with Dr. Antionio
Mejico
On Thursday, February 15th, 2018 several MSW
students had the opportunity to engage with Dr.
Meijco, Regional Programs Director at Olive Crest
and the Culture & Justice Lecture speaker. In a
small group setting, they learned about child
welfare and some of the state legislative changes
impacting social workers and the field of child
welfare. This wonderful opportunity allowed
students to interact individually with Dr. Meijco
and learn about his professional and faith journey
into the field.
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Students Speak at Field
Instructors Meeting

Four of our MSW students shared their
field experience with other Field
Instructors.
The students who are placed at Inmate
Services for San Bernardino County
talked about how their experiences
working with this population has
changed them personally and
professionally. The expressed that the
work is not easy and they work long
hours however it's rewarding to see the
inmates learn and grow.

Congratulations to Kaycee Cannon
and Melissa Ramirez
The CBU MSW department would also
like to commend two MSW Students,
Kaycee Cannon and Melissa Ramirez, for
their instrumental role in helping Corona
Life Services receive a $4,000 grant!

March is Social Work Month!

This year’s theme centers around the vital role social
workers play as leaders, advocates and champions, as
we work to enhance the well-being of individuals,
families and communities in need.
Social Work has a long history of championing issues
surrounding human rights and consequently social
workers are uniquely trained to be advocates for
others, especially the most vulnerable members of
society.
This year’s theme reminds me of Proverbs 31:8-9:
"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy."
As we celebrate the profession of social work in March,
I encourage each of you to reflect on why you chose to
embark on your journey to become a professional
social worker. The professional values of service,
integrity, human rights and social justice, diversity, the
importance of human relationships, and the
commitment to protect the dignity and worth of all
individuals are all alive in you and demonstrated to
others in each and every interaction you have in class,
field and life in general. As the spring semester is
drawing to a close, I commend each of you for your
perseverance and commitment to the profession, the
MSW program, and to each other. Know your faculty
are praying for you, believe in you, and are committed
to empowering you to Live Your Purpose.
Blessings,
Satara Armstrong, PhD Professor & MSW Director

