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Crafting a Thesis 
David Marshall 

 
This article aims to help writers develop strong thesis statements, cultivating a persuasive argument clearly 
through careful wording in a precise format.  

What is a Thesis Statement? 

A thesis statement is a concise summary of the main point of an essay. It is typically one sentence that 
appears at the end of the introduction, which the writer spends the rest of the paper defending and 
expanding upon through claims, analysis, and evidence. Keep in mind that a thesis statement is different than 
a purpose statement, in that a purpose statement explains your objectives within a paper. 

A well-crafted thesis statement is crucial because it provides clarity and focus, telling the reader exactly what 
to expect from the rest of the paper; furthermore, it organizes your argument, structuring your ideas and 
ensuring your paper stays on topic. It is not a stretch to claim that the thesis statement is probably the most 
important element of your essay. It condenses your entire argument to one precise point, provides clarity to 
your claims, and presents the reader with a road map and set of expectations for the whole paper. 

Steps to Develop a Thesis Statement 

1. Understand the Assignment. Before crafting your thesis, ensure you fully understand the assignment 
requirements. This includes the type of paper you are writing (e.g., analytical, expository, argumentative) and 
the scope of the topic. 

2. Conduct Preliminary Research. Engage in preliminary research to explore your topic. This will help you 
understand the background, identify key issues, and refine your focus. Use credible sources to gather 
relevant information. 

3. Narrow Down Your Topic. Based on your research, narrow down your topic to a specific issue or aspect 
that is both interesting and manageable. A broad topic can make your thesis statement vague and your 
argument difficult to follow. 

4. Formulate a Research Question. Transform your narrowed topic into a research question. This question will 
guide your thesis statement and overall paper. For example, if your topic is climate change, your research 
question might be, “How does climate change impact coastal communities?” 

5. Craft the Thesis Statement. Answer your research question with a clear and specific thesis statement. 
Ensure it is arguable, meaning it should present a claim that others might dispute. Generally, all theses should 
answer three questions: What? How? and Why? In other words, What are you arguing? How does it work? 
and Why is it significant? 

Weak thesis: Pollution is bad for the environment.   
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Note how this thesis has a What, but it’s not an arguable What. No one really disputes that pollution is a bad 
thing, so this isn’t an arguable thesis. And it doesn’t show How pollution is bad, nor does it claim Why readers 
should care. 

Strong thesis: Industrial pollution in the Chesapeake Bay has led to the decline of native fish species, 
which has had detrimental effects on the local economy and biodiversity in limiting their ability to 
sustainably reproduce. 

Observe how this writer is highly specific in his claims, qualifying what kind of pollution (industrial) and where 
is occurs (the Chesapeake Bay). The pollution, he says, has led to the decline of native fish species (What?) in 
limiting their ability to reproduce (How?), which negatively affects the areas of economy and biodiversity 
(Why?). This is a strong thesis that lays out the main argument, answers the important questions, and 
presents a road map for the direction of the paper. 

6. Revise and Refine. Revise your thesis statement to ensure clarity, specificity, and strength. Make sure it 
directly addresses the research question and is supported by evidence from your research. 

Examples 

Analytical Thesis: Through its contrasting portrayal of wealth and poverty, F. Scott Fitzgerald's The 
Great Gatsby critiques the American Dream and exposes the moral decay of society in the 1920s. 
Expository Thesis: The development of renewable energy technologies has significantly reduced 
carbon emissions and dependency on fossil fuels in Europe over the past decade. 
Argumentative Thesis: School uniforms should be mandatory in public schools because they reduce 
peer pressure, promote discipline, and improve student safety. 

Tips 

1. Be Specific. Avoid vague words and general statements. Clearly define your main points. 
2. Be Concise. Keep it brief and to the point. Aim for one to two sentences. 
3. Make it Arguable. Ensure your thesis presents a claim that can be debated and supported with 

evidence. 
4. Place it Appropriately. Position your thesis at the end of your introduction. 
5. Revise as Necessary. Be prepared to refine your thesis as you develop your paper. 

Works Consulted 

Hacker, Diana, and Nancy Sommers. A Writer's Reference, 10th ed., Bedford/St. Martin's, 2021. 
“How Can I Create a Strong Thesis?” Gayle Morris Sweetland Center for Writing. University of Michigan. 

https://lsa.umich.edu/sweetland/undergraduates/writing-guides/how-can-i-create-a-stronger-thesis.html.  Accessed 
27 Sept 2024. 

Proctor, Margaret. “Using Thesis Statements.” University of Toronto. https://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/planning/thesis-
statements/. Accessed 27 Sept. 2024 

http://calbaptist.edu/writingcenter
mailto:writing@calbaptist.edu
https://lsa.umich.edu/sweetland/undergraduates/writing-guides/how-can-i-create-a-stronger-thesis.html
https://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/planning/thesis-statements/
https://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/planning/thesis-statements/

