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Arrangement: Organization and Outlining 
David Marshall 

The purpose of this article is to provide an overview of how to effectively organize and outline a paper, 
making your argument concise and logical. Proper arrangement enhances clarity and coherence, enabling 
writers to communicate their ideas more effectively. 

Construct Your Building  

Arrangement, the process of organizing ideas in writing, is essential for producing coherent and persuasive 
work. Whether drafting an essay, research paper, or creative piece, a well-structured outline serves like a 
blueprint for a skyscraper, ensuring that each part of the writing supports the overall thesis and flows 
logically. Outlining is a critical step in the writing process that helps writers clarify their thesis, streamline the 
writing process of development, and identify gaps in their research or analysis.  

In creating an effective outline, it is important to identify your purpose and audience. This will guide the tone, 
structure, and content of your work. Next, develop a clear thesis statement, which is the cornerstone of any 
good outline, summarizing the main point or argument of your piece. Arrange your main ideas in a logical 
order. This might be chronological, thematic, or based on the importance of each point. For instance, you 
might start with the importance of renewable energy, followed by types of sources, and conclude with 
benefits and challenges. You will then need to add supporting details. Under each main idea, add subpoints 
that provide thoroughly researched evidence from peer-reviewed journal articles. Be sure to use credible 
primary and secondary sources from credible institutions. Here is how one might structure an argument: 

• Main Idea: Types of renewable energy sources  
• Subpoint: Solar energy  

o Example: Solar panels and their efficiency  
o Data: Statistics on solar energy usage  

o Subpoint: Wind energy  
• Example: Wind turbines and their impact  
• Data: Case studies of successful wind farms  

Review and adjust your outline to ensure it logically supports your thesis. Adjust the order of points if 

necessary, and make sure each section flows smoothly into the next.  

Example 

Thesis: Renewable energy sources are essential for sustainable development and can significantly reduce 
global carbon emissions.  
 

1. Introduction  
o Hook: Importance of addressing climate change  
o Thesis statement  

2. The Importance of Renewable Energy  
o Environmental benefits  
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o Economic benefits  
3. Types of Renewable Energy Sources  

o Solar energy  
▪ Solar panels and efficiency  
▪ Statistics on solar energy usage  

o Wind energy  
▪ Wind turbines and impact  
▪ Case studies of successful wind farms  

4. Benefits and Challenges of Renewable Energy  
o Long-term sustainability  
o Initial costs and investment  

5. Conclusion  
o Restate thesis  
o Summarize main points  
o Call to action for renewable energy adoption  

 
Effective organization and outlining are essential skills for any construction project. They provide structure to 
developing and presenting ideas, ensuring clarity and coherence. By following the steps outlined above, 
writers can enhance their persuasiveness and produce quality work.  
 
Tips 

1. Start early. Begin outlining as soon as you have a topic to allow ample time for retooling. 
2. Be flexible. Your outline is a guide, not a contract. Be willing to adjust as your ideas develop. 
3. Use visual aids. Mind maps and diagrams can help visualize the structure of your outline. 
4. Seek feedback. Share your outline with peers or instructors for feedback before writing. 
5. Stay focused. Regularly refer back to your thesis to ensure each part of the outline supports the main 

argument. 
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