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CBU celebrates 60 years
of faith, family and friends

message from the president
DR. RONALD L. ELLIS

Dear Alumni and Friends:
Homecoming was a special time to celebrate
faith, family, and friends as California Baptist
University marked the 60th year since its founding
in 1950 as California Baptist College. The inaugural
Homecoming Block Party was a wonderful success.
The Riverside campus welcomed more than 1,000
alumni and guests from near and far on Valentine’s
Day weekend. It was especially fitting that a
number of “sweethearts” who first met as CBC/
CBU students were honored at this year’s Alumni
Banquet.
The events of Feb. 12 – 13 showcased six decades
of CBU history and featured a carnival-style festival
that included games, music, sports and academic
challenges and demonstrations. What’s more, the
expanded Homecoming festivities are expected to
become an annual signature event for CBU. Special
thanks go to the Alumni Association and to Dr. Marilyn
Johnson and the Institutional Advancement staff
for organizing this institution-wide and community
outreach event. In addition, accolades go to more
than 200 CBU staff, faculty and students who
volunteered to staff the event (Story and photos, pp.
8-13).
We also are delighted to recognize some special
achievements by CBU Lancer Athletic programs this
year. To commemorate these milestones we have
included a pull-out poster in the center of this issue.
Be sure to read the story that accompanies it to
see how California Baptist University is excelling in
various fields of athletic competition.
Another exciting development this spring saw
the defending NAIA National Champions and No.
1-ranked California Baptist University Lancer Softball
team play its first home night game under newly
installed lights. We are grateful for generous gifts
from many Lancer Athletics Association donors who
funded this significant improvement for the John C.
Funk Stadium (Story, pg. 20).
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This issue of the Roundtable also introduces
David Poole to the extended CBU family. David is
the newest addition to the administration team.
He joined CBU as vice president for Online and
Professional Studies in January. David and his team
already are working to help extend the distinctive
CBU brand and quality academic programs into the
fast-growing and highly competitive online arena. We
welcome his considerable expertise and leadership
in this area (Story, pg. 4).
CBU students, faculty and staff continue to follow
Christ’s Great Commission by going to the ends
of the earth—including locations throughout the
USA—to serve causes greater than themselves. For
14 years, CBU’s flagship global action program has
enabled volunteers to live and work alongside local
people around the globe on life-affirming service
projects for one- to three-week periods. This summer
CBU’s International Service Projects will add several
eight and/or ten-week programs abroad through a
new “Summer of Service” program (Story, pg. 22).
Spring is definitely in the air, with mid-terms
completed and plans for graduate and undergraduate
commencement ceremonies well underway. In a
few short months we will mark the end of another
academic year at California Baptist University.
I am confident that you will join us in wishing the
Class of 2010 all the best as we celebrate their
accomplishments during this diamond anniversary
year, honor the memory of those who came
before and move forward with excitement and
determination as we continue building “a University
Committed to the Great Commission.”
May the Lord continue to bless,

Ronald L. Ellis, Ph.D.
President
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CBU names Vice President
for Online and Professional
Studies
David Poole, a veteran of
more than three decades
in education and business,
began serving as Vice
President for Online and
Professional Studies at
California Baptist University
on January 11, 2010.
Poole brings more
than 30 years’ experience in the business and
education fields to his new post including
significant experience in enrollment management,
marketing administration, operations, and program
development. Since 2004, Poole has served as vice
president for institutional advancement at Hope
International University in Fullerton, CA where his
duties included enrollment management, donor
relations, marketing and public relations.
He previously served as associate dean for
graduate and executive programs for the Argyros
School of Business and Economics at Chapman
University in Orange, CA. For 13 years Poole
was executive director for all Executive Programs
at Pepperdine University in Malibu, CA, and
led the program to national ranking. Prior to
Pepperdine, Poole directed marketing for a midsized geotechnical engineering firm; held various
management positions in the retail industry; and
served as department chair for one of the largest
performing arts programs in the California public
school system.
Poole received both his Bachelor of Arts in Music
Education and Master of Science in Administration
and Technology from Pepperdine University. He
is presently a candidate in the Ed.D. program in
Higher Education at California State University,
Fullerton.
In his role at CBU, Poole is responsible for
extending the distinctive CBU brand and quality
academic programs into the fast-growing and
highly competitive online arena.
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California Southern Baptist
Convention recognizes CBU
faculty and staff
Kent Dacus, Vice President of Enrollment and Student
Services at California Baptist University, was presented the
2009 Award of Excellence by California Baptist Foundation
during the California Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting, which was held November 10-11, 2009. Dacus
has worked at CBU for 25 years, and has been active in the
Southern Baptist church his entire life.
“Whatever success or longevity I’ve had it’s only due to God’s
grace,” Dacus was quoted as saying in The Banner campus
newspaper upon receiving the award. “For God to choose this
young shy pastor’s kid is just a testimony to God’s goodness
that He will use anybody who’s faithful and willing to be
used.”
In addition, Dr. Gary Bonner, Professor of Music and Dean
of the Shelby and Ferne Collinsworth School of Music,
was presented the Duane Barrett Lifetime Achievement
Award at the Fellowship of Church Musicians Conference
held in conjunction with the Convention on November 10 in
Riverside.
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Kent Dacus receives award

Dr. Gary “Doc” Bonner conducts CBU University
Choir and Orchestra at Magnolia Avenue Baptist
Church sanctuary during California Southern Baptist
Convention in November 2009.

Dr. Chris Morgan addresses convention

Because the California Southern Baptist
Convention was held at Magnolia Avenue Baptist
Church across the street from CBU, many faculty
and students participated in the events.
In addition to President Ronald L. Ellis’ wellreceived annual report to messengers, Convention
attendees also heard from Professors Jeff
Mooney, Anthony Chute, Chris Morgan and
Jeff Lewis from the School of Christian Ministries
on topics relating to Baptist history, regeneration
of church membership, and the role of missions.
Several students played roles in the events,
including some who offered personal testimonies,
theatre students performing a scene from the
University’s “A Garden in India” premiere, and
musical performances by CBU’s University
Choir and Orchestra and Male Chorale. John
Montgomery, CBU’s Dean of Spiritual Life, led
song worship at Convention sessions.

Professor Jeff Lewis speaks

John Montgomery leads
worship with CBU’s UCO

U N I V E R S I T Y

cbunews
M arc h 2 0 1 0

Mermelsteins visit CBU, urge
students to Never Forget

“Freedom Without Walls” event
marks fall of berlin wall
California Baptist University marked the 20th anniversary
of the fall of the Berlin Wall with an on-campus banquet
celebration on Monday, November 16, 2009. The Associated
Students of California Baptist University (ASCBU) hosted the
event with Michael Ott serving as the guest of honor and
featured keynote speaker. Ott is German Consul for Cultural,
Press and Legal Affairs in the German Consulate General in
Los Angelse.

David and Jane Merlmelstein speak to students at
the screening of “Never Forget” film at CBU.

California Baptist University hosted on November
17 a showing of the docudrama “Never Forget.”
The film chronicles the real-life story of Mel
Mermelstein, a Nazi death camp survivor who
waged a court battle against the revisionist
Institute for Historical Review over their claims
that the Jewish Holocaust of World War II never
occurred. Following the film, Mermelstein’s wife
Jane and son, David, were on hand to answer
students’ questions concerning the film’s origin
and modern-day Holocaust denial.
The event was organized and hosted by Dr. Daniel
Skubik, Professor of Law, Ethics and Humanities
at CBU.

From left: Jordan Trivison, ASCBU Vice President, CBU;
Blake Brewton, ASCBU President, CBU; Darin Schemmer,
Communications Director, Riverside District Office of California
State Senator John Benoit; Michael Ott, Consul for Cultural,
Legal and Press Affairs, Consulate General of the Federal
Republic of Germany, Los Angeles; Dr. Jonathan Parker, Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs, CBU; Jennings Imel,
Field Representative, Riverside District Office of California State
Assemblyman Brian Nestande; Dr. Chris McHorney, Chair of the
Department of History and Government, CBU.
Photo © Consulate General Los Angeles

cbu theater major creates roles
of historic spiritual leaders

(Left) Garrett Replogle performs as William Carey in
CBU’s world premiere of “A Garden in India.”
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In November, Garrett Replogle, a senior theatre major at
CBU, brought missionary William Carey’s character to life on
stage through his dramatic portrayal of the Baptist minister in
a play specially commissioned for CBU. In February, Replogle
won the lead male role again in CBU Theatre Arts’ Spring
stage drama, but this time as Joe Benjamin in God’s Favorite,
Neil Simon’s comedic retelling of the Book of Job. The plays
both had as themes how the strong characters overcame
obstacles in living out their faith. Replogle, a junior theater
major, plans to be an actor and filmmaker upon graduation.

message from the alumni director
carrie smit h

Greetings, fellow Alumni!
I was delighted to see many of you during our
Homecoming festivities last month. We had an
amazing weekend filled with fun and fellowship, and
I hope that more of you will be able to join us next
year! More than 200 faculty, staff and volunteers
helped plan the carnival-like Block Party, complete
with games, interactive activities, academic displays,
face painting, balloon animals, bounce houses, a
rock climbing wall and so much more! We were
honored to have four phenomenal bands with us,
providing live music to accompany the afternoon,
including two alumni performers: John Tavaglione
(’87) and Moi Navarro (’01). The theme for this
year’s Homecoming was “Celebrating 60 Years of
Faith, Family and Friends”, since this year marks the
60th anniversary of California Baptist University as
an institution. Complete details of the weekend can
be found on the following pages.
As we prepared for Homecoming, I had the pleasure
of working with alumni, students and staff on a
distinctive project, which will be on display for years
to come. We decided several months ago, at the
suggestion of a fellow staff member, to create four
giant (4’ x 10’) photo collage boards to use as the
backdrop for the Alumni Reunion Tent during the
Homecoming Block Party. I, and many others, spent
several hours in the Queenie Simmons Archives,
housed in the Annie Gabriel Library, going through
boxes and boxes of old photos to use for this project.
Images from the early 1950s to current day were
compiled into four beautiful collages, which were
then printed onto reusable banners. Alumni spent
a lot of time during the Block Party perusing the
collages, looking for faces they recognize. Riverside
Mayor Ron Loveridge was seen studying the
photos along with other guests.
Juanice Brister Williams (‘54), a member of the
original class of students at CBC (back in the El
Monte days), was able to join us for Homecoming
this year, and participated with Dr. Ellis in a special
cake-cutting ceremony in recognition of CBU’s
anniversary. Juanice has written her memories of
the time she spent at CBU, called “It Happened in El
Monte”, which she has given to the University in an
effort to help raise much needed student scholarship
dollars.

The published memoir is being made available for
purchase through the Alumni Relations Office and
online, with all proceeds going directly to benefit
CBU’s students.
During the Annual Alumni Association Homecoming
Meeting, led by Association Board Vice President
Jesse Neimeyer (‘07), it was announced that
the Board has instituted a temporary Traditions
Committee in an effort to help preserve CBU
traditions for future generations. The purpose of
the committee will be to compile information from
alumni, staff, faculty, administrators and current
students regarding traditions at the University. As the
University continues to grow, it is important that we
preserve the history of the institution, including all the
stories of unusual things happening (like someone
putting a cow in the James Building elevator!) and
the memories of our alumni and friends. If there
are any traditions, stories, or memories that you
would like to share with the committee, or if you
are interested in serving on the committee, please
contact me at your earliest convenience.
I look forward to this next year – 2010 is already
shaping up to be a good one! I know that God has
great things in store for the CBU family, and I hope that
you will share your good news with us. Remember
to keep your contact information updated so
we can stay in touch with you. One of the most
important pieces of information you can give us
is your email address. We will be moving toward
greener methods of communication – email
especially – and don’t want to lose contact with
you. If we do not have a current email address
on file for you, please use our online information
update form or contact me directly to update
your records. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions or if there is anything we can
do for you!
Many Blessings,
Carrie Smith (’00)
Director of Alumni Relations
951.343.4439 | csmith@calbaptist.edu

Moises Navarro (‘01) and band perform as one of several
musical acts during 2010 CBU Homecoming Block Party.
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California Baptist university

2010 HOMECOMING

BLOCKPARTY

words CARRIE SMITH

February 12 and 13 were packed full of excitement as CBU
celebrated its first-ever Homecoming “Block Party” weekend.
Alumni, students, friends and members of the local community
were invited to participate in the activities which were centered on
the University’s 60th Anniversary. The theme for the weekend was
“Celebrating 60 Years of Faith, Family and Friends”.
CBU’s Homecoming weekend activities began on Friday
afternoon with the Annual Alumni Association Meeting.
More than 20 alumni were present for the meeting,
which was led by Jesse Neimeyer (’07) who is the
current Vice President for the Alumni Association Board.
The meeting included an update on some of the recent
changes in the Alumni Association, such as the bylaw
revisions, the institution of annually renewable Alumni
Association Memberships and the establishment of a
temporary Traditions Committee. Those present were
involved in lively discussions about ways to improve
alumni involvement with the University and ways to
reach out to younger alumni.

President, great food and good fellowship. Marilynn
Blackaby (’60) was honored as CBU’s Alumna of the
Year, and also received her 50th Reunion Medallion
along with her classmates: Gayle Brian Thomas, Al
DeLossa, Joyce Ann (Goebel) Morris, Maurine King,
Beverly Lewis Patton and Ed Sterner (not present).
The Lancer Medal was awarded posthumously to
James Murcray (’69), who passed away in November
2009. His wife, Patricia, accepted the award on behalf
of their family. Danny Dickson (’67) accepted the
Distinguished Service in Religion Award, and Carol
McDoniel (’85) received the Alumni Service Award. See
page 12 for photos of honorees.

The Alumni Association Meeting was immediately
followed by a special Homecoming Chapel in the AJ
Staples Room. Guests were treated to worship music
led by Merea Price (’03), Jennifer Price (’08) and Tim
Hawley (student Chapel Praise Band leader). Dr. Henry
Blackaby, founder and president emeritus of Blackaby
Ministries International, presented a message to the
many alumni, students and friends who were present
for the chapel.

Dr. Micah Parker, Athletics Director, presented awards
to the three new Hall of Fame inductees: Robynn Croft
(’00), Jimmy Devine (’00) and Felix Sutanto (’04’).
He also presented the Lancers First Team Award to the
1982 Women’s Basketball Team for their achievements,
including members Martha (Carmona) Aleman (’83),
Rochelle Jones (’85), Sandy Veik (’82), Melissa
Seckinger (’83), Kathy (Brown) Williams (’83),
Elizabeth (Hernandez) Falk (’82), Karen (Jungers)
Saikhon (’84), Jan (Hearn) Wickware (’84), Edith
Duffy (’84), LeAnn Lindemeier (’85), Kelley (Bishop)
Pilgrim (‘84), Denise Arnold (’82), Shawn Hill, David
King (’69 – Head Coach), Janice Crawford (Assistant
Coach) and Doug Woods (Assistant Coach).

Friday evening culminated with the Alumni Awards
and Sweetheart Banquet. The event featured awards
presentations, recognition of the class of 1960 for their
50th Reunion, an update from Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, CBU
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The Campus Activities Board office, led by Chris
Hofschroer (’04), hosted the 2nd Annual Homecoming
5K Fun Run/Walk around the CBU campus on Saturday
morning. More than 150 alumni, students, staff, faculty
and community members participated in the event.
Patrick Green won the Male Student division with a
time of 16:21, and Brittany Quiroz won the Female
Student division with a time of 22:47. Tony Trivison
(’96) won the Male Alumni & Friends division with a
time of 22:16, and Marcella Bumpus (’04), pictured at
left with her husband, Alex (‘04), finished the Female
Alumni & Friends division with a time of 26:49.
Saturday’s Block Party was enjoyed by more than 1,000
people, including Riverside County Supervisor and CBU
alumnus John Tavaglione, City of Riverside Mayor Ron
Loveridge and Councilman Chris MacArthur. More
than 200 CBU staff, faculty, students and volunteers
were on hand to host and entertain guests, showcasing
pieces of the University’s 60 years of history as well as
providing entertainment for kids and parents alike with
games, music, sports and academic challenges and
demonstrations.
Dr. Ellis and Juanice Brister Williams, a member of
the original graduating class of 1954, cut the ceremonial
60th Anniversary cake mid-day during the block party.
Prior to the cake-cutting, the three elected officials
offered their congratulatory remarks to mark the
occasion.
More than 50 booths, which were set up throughout
the Athletics parking lot, featured carnival games, food,
face painting, balloon animals, hands-on art and science
activities, and information from various departments
and schools at CBU. The Visual Arts Department booth,
hosted by Professor Duncan Simcoe (’85), provided
the opportunity for guests to create Japanese-style fish
prints, using dead fish of various sizes and a variety of
paints and tools. The Academic Resource Center won
first place in the Best Booth contest for its booth called
“Family Game Night”.
The School of Engineering set up trebuchets, siege
engines originally developed in the middle ages, on the
front lawn and on the lawn next to the music building
(see facing page, top photo).
Engineering students built the “floating arm trebuchets”
as part of their curriculum. Guests were allowed to
launch objects using the trebuchets. Also demonstrated
by School of Engineering students were solar ovens,
which harness the power of the sun to cook food with
no electricity or other heat source.
(Left) CBU seniors Shaevon Adams and Jay Stovall are named
2010 Homevoming Queen and King at basketball game.
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The School of Nursing booth featured uniforms from the
1950’s, an old mannequin and old nursing textbooks,
as well as modern equipment including one of the SIM
mannequins that students use in the School of Nursing
labs. These computer operated mannequins are used
to teach students how to work with real people. They
can move, make noises indicating pain and even appear
to bleed. Nursing staff and students were on hand
throughout the afternoon, some dressed in period-style
clothing, to demonstrate the equipment.
Alumni of all ages visited the Alumni Booth, which was
filled with Angelos yearbooks dating back to 1953 and old
issues of The Roundtable. The most prominent feature
of the area was the four photo panels along the back wall
of the booth. Created with the help of the Marketing and
Communication department, these photo panels include
images from every decade. Alumni and friends enjoyed
looking through the collages to see if they recognized any
of the faces. Photos of Wanda Price (hon. ’96), Alumni
Consultant, Kent Dacus (’84), Vice President for Student
Services, Anthony Lammons (’85), Dean of Students,
along with many other beloved CBU staff members and
alumni could be found within these works of art.
H O M E C O M IN G B LO C K PARTY 2 0 1 0
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Live music accompanied the afternoon and included
four unique bands: The Jazz 4 Jesus Band, featuring
CBU Board of Trustees member David Smith; Moi, with
alumnus Moises Navarro (’01); Legendary Mustangs,
led by Riverside County Supervisor John Tavaglione
(’87); and student favorite, Tyrone Wells. Guests
enjoyed the variety of musical stylings offered by the
four groups.

Alumni
Awards

2010

Marilynn Blackaby ‘60
Alumna of the Year

Robin Croft ‘00
Hall of Fame Inductee

Danny Dickson ‘67
Distinguished Service
in Religion Award

Jimmy Devine ‘00
Hall of Fame Inductee

Patricia Murcray
(on behalf of James Murcray ‘69, deceased)
Lancer Medal (awarded posthumously)

More than 40 cars were parked in the lot across from
the JoAnn Hawkins Music Building, as entries in the
Homecoming car show. The First Place prize, along
with a 6-foot tall trophy, went to Jim De Lorenzo with
his black 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe. Second place went
to Rick Buysse and his red 1969 Chevrolet Camero
Z-28. Third place went to Rick Kristensen and his
orange 1968 Ford Mustang.
Campus tours were also available throughout the
afternoon. Highlighted areas of campus included the
School of Nursing facilities, the School of Engineering
facilities, the new Design Center, the Library and
Archives, the School of Music Building, and much more.
Soccer coaches Ryan Jorden and Kristen St. Clair
hosted a kids’ soccer clinic on the front lawn during the
afternoon. Student athletes from both the men’s and
women’s soccer teams worked with children ages 6-12,
teaching them new skills and techniques.
The day was completed with the women’s and men’s
basketball games versus Concordia, Irvine. John
Henry Helms III (’09) led the singing of the National
Anthem at both games. The women’s team enjoyed
having a packed house for their game and came out
with a victory, 90-80, with Brenna Hahn scoring a
game high of 25 points. The men fought hard and
had the game tied at the buzzer when a “hail Mary”
shot was made by the opposition, giving Concordia
the victory.
Homecoming Court was announced during half-time
of the men’s game. Jay Stovall was elected King,
and Shaevon Adams as Queen. Homecoming King
and Queen are nominated and elected by students,
facilitated by the Associated Students of CBU.

Carol McDoniel ‘85
Alumni Service Award
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1982 Women’s Basketball
Team - Lancers First
Team Award
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tangy coupe
This 1968 Ford Mustang was one of 30 classic cars that gleamed in the sun and attracted
aficionados at a car show held during the events of the 2010 Homecoming Block Party at
California Baptist University. The classic car is owned by Rick Kristensen of Norco who
is a parent of a student currently enrolled at CBU. Kristensen’s vehicle placed third place
in the car show competition, which was staged by classic car owners from Riverside and
surrounding communities. , ”
Photo Michael Ring
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Score
NAIA’s Lancers take NCAA
Division I teams by surprise
BY KEVIN PEARSON

The list reads almost as though it was the latest
listing of U.S.News & World Report’s top colleges:
UCLA. Harvard. Pepperdine. Air Force Academy.
Stanford. Brown.
And while academically, the aforementioned
schools are widely regarded as some of the top
postsecondary institutions in the world, they share
another common link: they have all known what
it is like to lose to California Baptist University in
various athletic competitions.
CBU’s enrollment is less than one-tenth the size
of some of its competitors, and the university
has a budget a fraction of those that UCLA and
Stanford have at their disposal. Yet, CBU Athletics
has earned the respect of some of the top
NCAA Division I athletic programs for what it has
continually accomplished on the fields, courts and
in swimming pools.
“We always welcome the opportunity when we
get to play Division I or II teams, because we feel
it can only make us better,” CBU Athletics Director
Dr. Micah Parker said. “It’s such a blessing to have
the coaches and the talented student athletes that
we have to help us be successful. Our culture here
is to do well and be successful.”
A giant-slayer, the NAIA Lancers have made
it almost an annual rite to claim victories over
programs that annually crank out national
championships and Olympians, and this year is
no different. CBU has posted victories over Long
Beach State, UCLA and Pepperdine in men’s
volleyball – the trifecta over Top 10 teams all came
in a three-day stretch in January – and the men’s
basketball program defeated Pepperdine in early
December. Throw in a wrestling victory over
Stanford and a laundry list of Division I takedowns
in the aquatic sports, and CBU has proven itself as
a top-tier athletic department that is unafraid of any
opponent.

Lancers basketball standout Larry Dew led with the game
high 20 points against Pepperdine in CBU win.
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“It shows CBU has a commitment to its sports
programs,” Lancers’ volleyball coach Ryan
McGuyre said. “Even going against those schools
that are extremely well-funded, we’re supported to
the point where we can be competitive with those
teams and those programs.”

Long considered CBU’s most Division I-ready
program, the men’s volleyball team has a storied
history of defeating some of the premier volleyball
programs in the nation. But in a glorious three-day
stretch in January, the Lancers pulled off one of
their best runs in program history.
Powered by the right arm of outside hitter and
Brazilian native Levi Cabral – who was profiled
in the Feb. 2 edition of Sports Illustrated for his
efforts – the Lancers took down No. 7 Long Beach
State, No. 8 UCLA and No. 4 Pepperdine. Though
the Lancers had always played competitively with
the three, each match marked the first time CBU
had earned a victory over the NCAA powers.

Washington in men’s water polo, while the women’s team
has toppled Indiana and Cal State Bakersfield. The Lancers
annually have a schedule with a variety of Division I schools
on the calendar and have routinely posted wins over their
top-tier competition, something that might catch some
outsiders off-guard but has become almost expected within
the program.
“I think they are impressed,” CBU swimming and water
polo coach Rick Rowland said. “For the size of the school
that we have, and CBU not being a brand name yet among
NCAA Division I and II schools, they are impressed that
a small, private Baptist school can beat some of these
schools. It’s always been fun trying to challenge them. You
will only get better by playing the best. That’s why we like
playing them. If you can match up against them, you can
literally play anybody in the country. We really enjoy playing
the Division I schools.”

CBU swimmer beats time of
Olympian Michael Phelps
When Bryan Haile stepped onto the starting block of the
men’s 100-yard breaststroke final at the Southern California
Grand Prix swim championships in January, it would have
been easy to be intimidated.
Cabral earns Sports Illustrated mention.

But the victories over the high-profile programs
were not limited to the volleyball court. In early
December, the men’s basketball team got in on the
action on the shores of Malibu.
A year after coming within a few minutes of
taking down Seton Hall, the Lancers posted a
67-65 victory over Pepperdine on December 10.
It marked the first time the Lancers had beaten
an NCAA Division I opponent in men’s hoops
and came thanks to a strong finish, when CBU
closed the game on a 16-5 run and made several
defensive stands in the closing minutes. CBU
coach Tim Collins said that the victory is another
testament to how strong the Golden State Athletic
Conference is and is also a good recruiting tool for
the program and school.
“CBU is just another team in the GSAC, when
it comes to basketball, that can compete with a
low-major or mid-major and play pretty well,” CBU
men’s basketball coach Tim Collins said. “We’re
hoping that each year we can get a couple of big
games. So far it’s been good for us.”
Not to be outdone, the Lancers’ aquatic programs
have also made taking out Division I programs an
annual practice. This season, CBU has defeated
the likes of Air Force, Harvard, Brown and George

Standing one lane over was Michael Phelps, a 14-time
Olympic medalist who captured eight gold medals in the
2008 Beijing games and is regarded as the best swimmer in
history.
Fifty-four seconds later, Haile could say that for at least one
race, he was better than the greatest of all time.
Despite not posting a personal best, Haile managed to edge
out Phelps in the event at Belmont Plaza in Long Beach, a
moment that will surely help his confidence as he eyes a
spot on the 2012 Olympic team.
“I’m not going to lie, when I got up there I was a little
intimidated,” said Haile, who swam a 54.23, which defeated
Phelps by 0.02 seconds. “I was really disappointed. The
time I got was a second off my best time, which is a
substantial amount.
“I was a little disappointed because Phelps was that close.
I knew I had him beat at the halfway point by quite a bit.”
For Haile, a 2009 kinesiology graduate, success in the pool
is nothing new. He holds NAIA records in the 100- and
200-meter breaststroke events and said that even though
he beat out Phelps, the fact he finished fourth in the meet is
motivating.
“It’s always nice when you can compete with a celebrity like
he is,” Haile said. “Going to meets like that motivates me,
going against the best guys. I don’t like to go to meets and
beat everyone. I like to lose. I can get re-motivated and I
know I’m not the best.”

note from the athletics director
M arc h 2 0 1 0

Dr. Micah Parker
This year has brought
so many exciting
achievements to
CBU Athletics! We
are blessed by the
many individuals and
businesses who have
partnered with us along
the way.
Thanks to the support
and generosity of our
donors, the first phase
of the “Light It Up For
The Lancers” campaign is complete. We are now
focusing our efforts on lighting the Lancer Aquatics
Center, which will allow our award winning aquatic
programs the ability to maintain academic and
athletic excellence by providing increased flexibility
in scheduling.
The fundraising arm of CBU Athletics, the
Lancer Athletics Association, has grown to 140
members and counting. Each and every member
has contributed to the success of our programs!
Please allow me to share highlights from this
season:

• Men’s Volleyball defeated Pepperdine, UCLA, Cal 		
	State Long Beach, UC Irvine and Princeton
• Wrestling defeated Stanford
• Women’s Golf is ranked #3 in the NAIA
• Men’s Basketball defeated Pepperdine
• Men’s Swimming & Diving sophomore Kevin 			
	Stellars set a new NAIA 400 individual medley 		
record with a time of 3:53.86
•	Softball began their season 25-0 and ranked #1 in 		
the NAIA
• Women’s Soccer set a new record for most wins in 		
a season with 17
•	Baseball started the season 18-5
• Women’s Volleyball senior Fei Shi was the first 		
	player in program history to be named NAIA All-		
	American 1st Team all four years of her career
As you can see, this has been another phenomenal year for
Lancer Athletics. To learn more about the success of our
incredible student-athletes, you can log onto
www.cbulancers.com. Please continue to keep our coaches,
staff, and student-athletes in your prayers as we continue
our quest for academic, athletic and spiritual victories.

Volunteers Make a difference
We know that the success of more than 400 California Baptist University student-athletes is greatly
dependent upon the support and dedication of alumni, family and friends. For this reason, we ask that you
prayerfully consider joining the Lancer Family by volunteering your time and energy in ways that directly
impact our student-athletes.

You Can Make a Difference By:
• Serving on a Task Force
• Assisting with Homecoming festivities
• Lending a hand at the Inaugural Lancer Breakfast
• Encouraging others to join the Lancer Athletics Association
Volunteering with CBU Athletics puts you in direct contact with Lancer student-athletes and coaches so
that you can observe first-hand the value of your investment. We hope that you will consider joining the
Lancer Family by volunteering today!
To find out more, contact Christina Gordon at christina.gordon@calbaptist.edu or 951-343-4628.
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Matching Gifts increase
the impact of your gift
Did you know that your gift may be doubled or possibly tripled by your
employer? You can increase the impact of your gift to the Lancer
Athletics Association (LAA) with a matching gift from your place
of employment. Your company’s personnel office can provide
information on how you can take advantage of this unique
leveraging opportunity.
How do I get my gift matched?

Each company has its own guidelines for employees, spouses,
retirees, and widows/widowers. Most corporate procedures are
very simple:
• Most matching gift companies have a matching gift 		
		 process that incorporates either online or hard-copy forms.
• Complete and submit the matching gift form to the
		 LAA along with your gift.
• California Baptist University staff will verify the
		 completed form and return it to the company.
• If your company uses an automated system, 		
		 complete the procedure at your company’s 		
		 designated online site.
• The company will issue a matching gift
		 contribution to the LAA sport or program
		 of choice.
If you have questions regarding your
company’s matching gift policy, please
contact your company’s human resources
department for more information.

Mail your completed Matching Gifts
form and gifts to:
Christina Gordon
Lancer Athletics Association
California Baptist University,
8432 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504

U N I V E R S I T Y
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Finish 2010
International Service Projects campaign gains momentum
during Intensive Training Weekend
MOB Squad introduces new longerterm program for summer service
The CBU campus was transformed the weekend of
February 5 - 7 as 350 volunteers arrived in “ISPland”
and proceeded through customs, passport control, a
visa booth, flight simulation, and baggage claim, before
arriving at their “hotel,” where they stayed Friday and
Saturday night.
This arrival simulation marked the beginning of this
year’s Intensive Training Weekend, which was planned
and executed by the Office of Mobilization Staff (also
known as the “Mob Squad”). For 48 hours, International
Service Projects participants immersed themselves
in cross-cultural simulations and seminars, ministry
projects, a house church simulation, and team building
exercises in order to prepare for their overseas
International Service Projects, or “ISP“, experience.
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The Intensive Training Weekend is a requirement for all
students and leaders participating in ISP. The weekend
accounts for slightly less than half of 75 hours of training
participants receive before they depart U.S. soil for their
foreign destinations. This year, the Office of Mobilization
is preparing to send a total of 48 teams to more than 20
countries. That is 10 more teams than last year.
The mobilization effort–including foreign, domestic,
short and long-term initiatives–is anticipated to reach
430 participants this year, surpassing the 400 mark for
the first time and approaching a goal of sending out 10
percent of the student body.
During the prior academic year, another record number
of volunteers answered the call to work in the field,
serving in locations around the globe. In addition,
the Office of Mobilization launched the United States
Projects (USP), matching volunteers to a variety of
service projects in stateside locations.
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CBU mobilization efforts to exceed 400 participants in 2010.
In addition, CBU’s mobilization efforts were noted
by the International Mission Board, the missionarysending agency affiliated with the Southern Baptist
Convention. CBU partners with IMB on many of its
team service projects overseas each year, but last year
the organization noted that CBU sent more students on
short term teams with IMB than any other U.S. campus
or church during 2009.
CBU’s ever-expanding program will introduce longerterm service trips this summer as well: the “Summer
of Service” program will provide eight- and ten-week
experiences for teams working in locations abroad,
starting with four (4) teams its inaugural year.
The “2010 Finish” teams depart starting in May of 2010.
For more information, visit the ISP Web site at
http://www.calbaptist.edu/isp/.
For a brief video of the ITW weekend, visit:
http://vimeo.com/9658604.

Inaugural members of “Summer of Service“ teams pose
at the Kugel sculpture during Intensive Training Weekend.

2010

DECEMBER COMMENCEMENT

2009

Joseph Valery (right), a candidate for his
B.A. in Christian Studies degree, reminded
the thousands gathered at California
Baptist University’s commencement to “be
a blessing to others” during his student
address at the mid-year ceremonies held
at Harvest Christian Fellowship Church
in Riverside. Valery’s heartfelt speech
highlighted the morning ceremony, the first
of two commencement proceedings held
on December 18, 2009. Dr. Ronald L. Ellis,
President of CBU, conferred degrees on 192
undergraduates, and 85 graduate students.
For the photo gallery, visit:
calbaptist.edu/commencement/2009/fall
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PHOTOS
1-Harvest Christian Fellowship Church’s
stage provided a festive Christmas
season backdrop to CBU’s mid-year
commencement ceremonies.
2-Rev. Daniel Sotelo, a former Vice
President of the California Southern Baptist
Convention (center), receives an honorary
Doctor of Divinity degree for a lifetime in
ministry in leading and supporting Hispanic
churches. Mark Howe, Vice President of
Finance and Administration, and Dr. Marilyn
Johnson, Vice President for Institutional
Advancement, drape the scarlet-lined satin
hood that symbolizes the award.
3-Dr. Walter Price, Senior Pastor of
Fellowship in the Pass Church in Beaumont,
CA, gave the commencement address for
the 10 a.m. and the 2 p.m. ceremonies, and
also received the honorary doctorate in
Divinity.

7

8

4-On cue, candidates “turn the tassle”
from the right to the left sides of their
mortarboards, symbolizing their transition
from candidate to graduate.
5 – 8 Scenes from December 18, 2009
commencement ceremonies

PHOTOS BY Michael J. Elderman
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Professor John Pate’s
children’s book hits the
shelves at major retailers

Professor William Flores, Assistant Professor
of Spanish and Coordinator of the Spanish
Program, authored had an article entitled
“Ecocriticism, Colonization, and The Architect
and the Emperor of Assyria of Fernando Arrabal:
Subversion in the Satiric Tradition” that was
published in the December 2009 edition of
Hispania, scholarly journal of Hispanic/LusoBrazilian Literature and Linguistics.
Dr. Chris Morgan, Associate Dean and
Professor of Theology at CBU’s School
of Christian Ministries, recently received
notification that “Faith Comes By Hearing,” a
2008 book he authored with Robert Peterson,
has been published by InterVarsity Press in a
custom edition available for people with vision
disabilities.

Professor John Pate, Chair of the Communication
and Visual Arts department at California Baptist
University, signed copies of his recently published
children’s book at the Borders store in Riverside
on December 2. Pate’s illustrated book, “Harvel
Goes to the Farm,” found its way to No. 2 in newly
released illustrated children’s books the first week
in December on Amazon.com. Members of the
recently established student Public Relations
Student Society of America (PRSSA) helped garner
the publicity for the book’s release and early sales
as volunteer publicists.

Dr. Elaine Ahumada, Associate
Professor of Political Science,
presented “The Real Rules of
Engagement: Processes, Protocols,
and Politics that Impact Hybrid/
Online Instruction” at the Adult
Higher Education Alliance Conference
in Chicago, IL, on October 7. In
addition, Dr. Ahumada spoke on
the topic of “Personal Branding and
Career Networking” on Oct. 17 at the
Community University Educational
Summit, a workforce development
seminar hosted by California State
University - San Bernardino’s Palm
Desert campus.
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Dr. Constance Milton, Dean and Professor of
Nursing at CBU’s School of Nursing, participated
October 8 – 9 in a panel discussion at the
International Congress on Palliative Care in
Geneva, Switzerland, and presented two papers:
“Respect and Faithfulness at the End of Life”
and “Transparency at the End of Life.”
Dr. Alex Chediak, Associate Professor of
Engineering and Physics, had several articles
published recently, including “Don’t Retire, We
Need You” in the October issue of Tabletalk
magazine of Ligonier Ministries, and “A
Balanced View on Singleness,” in a September
issue of the Boundless webzine, a ministry of
Focus on the Family.
Dr. David Pearson, Associate Professor
of Kinesiology, presented a paper in early
October at the National Physical Education
Teacher Education conference sponsored
by AAHPERD (American Alliance of Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance) held
in Myrtle Beach, SC. The paper was entitled
“Don’t call me coach: identifying role confusion
in physical education” and is a follow-up to a
presentation he gave at the Southwest District
AAHPERD conference in 2008.
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Faculty work
featured in
local art show

Jonathan Pate discovers a sound microchip that has been embedded by artist Kristie Lippire, who is known for her fanciful
interactive installations and engaging characters (like the friendly cat in this painting). Jonathan is the son of Sarah Pate,
who serves as an adjunct professor in the Metcalf School of Education, and John Pate, Chair of the Communication and
Visual Arts department at CBU. (Photo by Bradley Winter)

During the month of February, CBU Visual Arts
faculty members showcased select pieces of their
art in a gallery space at the Riverside Plaza, a retail
mall located about three miles from CBU’s campus
on Magnolia Avenue.
The art exhibit opened with a public reception on
Saturday, Jan. 23, which was attended by dozens
of friends, family and community members. The
art exhibition, sponsored by the Riverside Arts
Council, featured sketches, ceramic and mixed
media pieces, and a variety of works on canvas
using oil, acrylic and spraypaint techniques.
Duncan Simcoe (‘85), Program Director for Visual
Arts at CBU since 2000, whose work was also
featured, organized the show called “Tranquility of
Manipulation.”

CBU announces Masters in
English-TESOL program
Degree prepares professionals to teach English to diverse
student populations locally and internationally
California Baptist University added a new Master of Arts
in English with a concentration in TESOL program whose
courses started in January 2010. The new M.A. in English at
CBU features a concentration in TESOL (Teachers of English
to Speakers of Other Languages), which will be particularly
attractive to educators who want to work with multilingual,
multicultural, or international populations, according to Dr.
DawnEllen Jacobs, Professor of English and Associate
Provost who spearheaded the development of the program.
Details about the program can be found at:
http://www.calbaptist.edu/tesol/.
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1960’s

David Pinkston (‘61) makes his home in Sacramento,
California.
Carol Ann Starling (nee Farmer ‘68) resides in Fuquay
Varina, North Carolina.
William Jack Carter (‘69) lives in Bristol, Tennessee.

1970s

Kristine Scholberg (’70) has settled in Salem, Oregon.
Robert A. Morgan (’72) and his wife, Betty, have
moved to Portland, Oregon, where they design, create
and maintain various websites from their internet
studio.
Mark Craig (’73) produced a Christmas project in
2009 for Chuck Swindoll and Insight for Living called
“Reflections of Bethlehem”. Mark is also manager for
actor Kirk Cameron.
Donald Fairchild (‘74) worked for many years in Program
Management for Navy Aircraft Programs at Patuxent
River Naval Air Station in Lexington Park, Maryland. He
also served for 17 ½ years as a supervisor at Kaiser Steel
Corporation. He is now retired and living in Jefferson,
Georgia.
Brad Pierce (’76) makes his home in Huntington Beach,
California.
Tom (’76) and Karol (nee Morrill ’76) Whaley returned
to the United States after serving for 25 years with the
International Mission Board in Japan.
Ruben T. Garcia (’78) resides in Campbell, California.
Susan R. Winslow (nee Green ’78) began teaching at
Jurupa Jr. High School in Riverside, California following
graduation. In 1986, she took a position at Roosevelt
Lincoln Jr. High School in Salina, Kansas, teaching
7th grade English. USD305 selected Susan as their
Secondary Teacher of the Year for 2005-2006. Currently,
she teaches 7th grade Advanced Reading and 8th
English in Salina, Kansas.
Dwain Linden (’79) lives in Riverside, California, where
he works as a teacher.
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1980s

Marietta Jane Dot Crowe (’81) makes her home in Mesa, Arizona.
Clifford Vincent (’82) served as a pastor from 1984-1986. He
then went to Brazil in 1988 as a missionary. He and his wife were
married in 1992 and their only child was born three years later. The
Vincents served in Swaziland for six years, planting a Mozambican
church. They have also served in Zambia, working alongside other
missionaries. In 2008, they returned to Brazil, and are planting a
church there.
Thomas Cunningham (’83) and his wife, Diana (nee Jones ’86)
recently moved to Colorado Springs, Colorado as a result of a job
transfer with Thomas’ employer, USAA Insurance. The Cunninghams
have eight children: seven daughters and one son.
Caron Guerrant Rand (nee Karen Easter ’87) is an artist living in
Riverside, California. She serves as an adjunct art instructor for
Azusa Pacific University and California Baptist University, and sits on
the board of the Riverside People’s Gallery. She has exhibited her
art in numerous solo and group shows throughout Riverside, San
Bernardino, Pomona, Claremont and Los Angeles, and is a generous
contributor of art to community charity events. To see Caron’s
artwork, visit her website at www.carongrand.com.

1990s

Stephanie Dodson (’98) works as a teacher in Riverside, California.
Richard Vasquez (’99) makes his home in Covina, California, where
he works in education administration.

2000s

Erica Thompson (nee Reed ’00) and her husband have been married
for nine years and have three children. She serves alongside her
husband, who is an Air Force Chaplain.
Michelle Creed (’02) works as a counselor in Sun City, California.
Jacquelyn Crutchley (nee Estrada ’02) returned to the Central
Coast of California following graduation, where she met her husband,
Justin. Jacquie earned her MS in Human Service, emphasis in
Guidance and Counseling in 2005. She then went on to serve with
the Department of the Air Force as an Air Force Education Services
Counselor, where she assisted airmen (officers and enlisted) in
their pursuit of higher education. She transitioned into a leadership
role as an Education Services Officer, managing four colleges on
a military installation. She now leads a Professional Development
Flight at McConnell AFB, Kansas, which includes managing two
professional development school houses for McConnell’s enlisted
corps, the Education and Training facility, the Installation Library and
the Information Services Center.
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Patricia Drown (’02) was invited to train doctors and
nurses from the Los Angeles area at a workshop held at
the Antelope Valley Medical Center on the topic of posttrauma care for victims of family violence and intimate
partner violence.
Julie M. Griffin (’02) works as a Transportation
Engineering Technician for the State of California
Department of Transportation/CALTRANS and as a
Hospice Social Worker for VITAS Innovative Hospice
Care.
Denise Kubotsu (nee Webster ’03) and her husband,
David, have two sons: David and Matthew.
Dan Mahaffie (’03) was selected in November, 2009
as the Associate Pastor in charge of youth at Sequoia
Heights Baptist Church in Manteca, California. He and
his wife, Carrie (nee Karlin ’05), have two children: Taylor,
age 3 and Cameron, age four months.
Rebecca Faircloth (’07) makes her home in Riverside,
California.
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In Memoriam

Gordon Gray Dahl (’64) passed away on Tuesday, November
24, 2009. Gordon was surrounded by his family at University
Hospital in London, Ontario, Canada. He is survived by his wife,
Olga; their children, Mellaney Dahl, Lisa Charteris, and Chris Dahl;
grandchildren, Madison and Regan Chateris, Carter, Madelyn and
Sydney Dahl; and siblings, Karen Addison, Eva Locke and Cheryl
Dahl.
James Murcray (’72) of Beaumont, CA died on November 16,
2009. He is survived by his wife of 37 years, Patricia (nee Connary
’97). He is also survived by his children and their spouses: Joshua
and Keri, Ted and Brook, Kristin, Becky and Jim; as well as six
grandchildren – Kyle, Malachi, Melyssa, Ethan, Elias and Aiden.
Jim also leaves behind his brother, Rod, brother-in-law, Ted as well
as numerous nephews and a niece.
C.B. “Bill” Hogue, executive director emeritus of the California
Southern Baptist Convention, died on January 26 at his home in
Brentwood, Texas. Bill received an honorary Doctor of Letters
degree from CBU in 1986 and served on the Board of Trustees.
He is survived by his wife, Betty, and their children: Robert, Randy,
Rodney, Ronald and Jana.

Little Lancers

Shaun (’03) and Erica (nee Paajanen ’04) Higgins
welcomed the arrival of Parker James on November
18, 2009. He joins big brother Isaac Timothy (born
November 12, 2007).
Randy (’92) and Hayley Beck welcomed Elese Claire
to their family on July 17, 2009. Elese joined big sister,
Lily-Kate Adele, age 16 months.

3

Adelaide Grace was born to proud parents Peter (’05)
and Shelly (’05) Epler on March 4, 2010.

4

Lawson (‘ ) and Laura (nee Bugbee, ‘ ) Moore welcomed
their new daughter, Jordyn Kaytlyn-Grace, December
29, 2009. The Moores live in Corona with son Judah JayMatthew Moore, and have founded a company called
Juxtapose [MEDiA] that specializes in promotional video
production and special event photography. The Moores
are active as members of First Baptist Church of Norco.
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board of trustees 2009-2010
Top Row Left:

Mr. Mike Staver, Dr. Steve Bass,
Mr. Richard Phillips

Top Row Right:

Mr. Gary Black, Rev. Steve Davidson,
Dr. Walter Price, Robert Gates, M.D.

Second Row Left:

Mr. Jack Hawkins, Rev. Terry Lowe,
Mr. Gary Vick, Mrs. Cindy Cook,
Mr. Tom Hixson

Second Row Right:

Rev. Gil De La Rosa,
Dr. James Draper,
Rev. Wayne Reynolds, Dr. Bob Byrd,
Mr. Bart Shifter

Third Row Left:

Mrs. Margaret Hollis,
Rev. Anthony Dockery,
Dr. L. Dean Lowe, Dr. Walt Carney,
Mr. Kyung Yi

Third Row Right:

Dr. William K. Hall, Mr. David Smith,
Ms. Eydie Miskel, Mr. Jim Williams,
Mr. Chris Arlege

Seated Right:

Dr. J.T. Reed, Mr. Don Nichols,
Mr. Jerry Todd

Seated Left:

Rev. Phil Neighbors,
Mr. Chuck Doremus,
Dr. Phoebe Lambeth
Seated Center:

Dr. Ronald L. Ellis

California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504
Address Service Requested
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Charitable Gift Annuities Offer Fixed Income For Life and Benefit Ministry
Charitable gift annuities (CGA’s) are life-income gifts that
offer unique benefits to individuals concerned about future
income. By establishing a CGA through the California Baptist
Foundation, you can receive fixed income for life (and/or
another person’s lifetime). After that, your CGA can benefit
the ministries closest to your heart.
Many seniors utilize gift annuities for retirement purposes
because they provide secure lifetime payments at attractive
rates. Younger individuals often utilize deferred annuities
for the same reason, obtaining considerably greater payout
rates by deferring any income payments until their retirement
years. Below is a list of CGA interest rates that are available
as income for one or two people:
ONE LIFE		
AGE
60
65
70
75
80
85
90+

RATE
5.0%
5.3%
5.7%
6.3%
7.1%
8.1%
9.5%

TWO LIFE
AGE
60/60
65/70
70/75
75/80
80/80
80/85
82/90+

RATE
4.6%
5.0%
5.3%
5.8%
6.1%
6.5%
7.0%

*Rates are effective 2/1/09 and are subject to change. Rates cannot be
changed after CGA is issued. CGA rates are based on recommendations
from American Council on Gift Annuities.

When you fund a gift annuity, you can take the charitable
deduction in the year you make the gift for a portion of the
amount funded. A portion of the payments you receive each
year also may be exempt from certain income taxes. You
can even reduce your capital gains tax by using long-term,
appreciated securities to make your gift. At the same time,

your gift annuity can help provide for others while creating a
charitable donation to ministry. You may request a two-life annuity
and provide lifetime fixed payments not only for yourself, but for
your spouse, child or other loved one.
Considerably higher rates can be obtained through deferred gift
annuities. These annuities are popular with individuals who are in
their high wage-earning years and concerned with providing for
their retirement.
If you are interested in learning more about CGA’s please contact
Dr. Marilyn Johnson at 951.343.4358 or mjohnson@calbaptist.edu

