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LATEST NEWS 

Building Structures Class 

Goes On L.A. Tour 

Dr. Rick Prigge took his CON 340 class to 

downtown Los Angeles for the annual 

L.A. Structures assignment. The trip be-

gan with the class taking the MetroLink 

from Riverside to L.A. Union Station. The 

group then walked to certain landmark 

buildings around the downtown area 

where individual students gave a report 

and respectively acted as tour guides of 

the particular building they researched. 

The report is centered on the construc-

tion, class materials, and the building 

systems used. Some of the buildings 

toured included the Bradbury Building, 

the Disney Concert Hall, the Millennium 

Biltmore, the Westin Bonaventure, and 

the Cathedral of our Lady of the Angels. 

Dr. Prigge stated that the trip is always a 

highlight of the semester for both him-

self and his students. 

Industry Advisory Board    

Panel Event 

 “Thank you for the event–it changed my 

entire future.” 

“Thanks for all the great insight about the 

[construction] industry.” 

These comments, and more, came from 

the CM and Engineering students who 

attended our IAB-sponsored Career Fo-

rum held in February. Over 25 CM and 

Engineering students, as well as a couple 

Architectural students attended this cas-

ual, yet very important event. 

The Career Forum was designed to ena-

ble students to openly ask questions and 

discuss their futures with industry profes-

sionals from our board. The students 

wasted very little time asking questions 

and entering into vitally important dia-

logue with our panel members. 

Dominic Nelson, CM Club President and 

student host of the event, said “the event 

went really well, students asked a lot of 

questions...I thought we weren’t going to 

have a lot of questions when, in reality, 

we could have gone over time so that 

was really nice.” 

A very special thanks goes to our IAB 

panel members (from left to right in pho-

to above): Tom Howell (Holt Architec-

ture), Mac Byers (C.W. Driver), Kevin Ter-

ry (Tovey-Shultz Construction), Robert 

Stokes (Sundt Construction), and Michael 
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HomeAid Partnership 

 

Loya (Kaiser Permanente) for their time 

spent in sharing their own experiences and 

lending to the students their “lessons 

learned” in the industry. 

Construction Management 

Students Awarded       

Scholarships 

Four CM students were recognized by the 

AGC for their outstanding academic 

achievements and commitment to and in-

volvement in the construction industry.  

Miguel Garibay, 

senior began his 

academic career as 

an architecture ma-

jor, but switched 

two years later when 

he realized that it 

combined every-

thing he appreciated about the different 

sects of the engineering industry. Miguel is 

also involved in the CM Club and the annual 

4H Doghouse fundraiser partnership with 

HomeAid. This semester, he also contribut-

ed his time to the new Ambassador Pro-

gram, which goes into high schools to in-

form high school students about their op-

portunities in the construction industry. 

Charles “Chas” 

Henley started work-

ing in construction as a 

15-year-old high 

school student split-

ting firewood and 

cleaning up job sites 

for a local contractor. A month into the job, 

he stepped up when another worker didn’t 

show. “I just fell in love with it,” Henley de-

scribed. After graduation, Henley intends 

to spend as much time learning and impact-

ing as he can, but as for long-term goals, he 

wants to return to the work he fell in love 

with as a teenager and start his own com-

pany building custom homes. Henley will 

also be participating in the Ambassador 

Program sponsored by the AGC. His goal is 

to make students aware of the opportuni-

ties they have in the industry. “I wanted to 

bang nails and cut studs  every day for the 

rest of my life,” he expressed,” and I didn’t 

know it was an option. If kids knew more 

about how to achieve a professional career 

through a college education in construc-

tion, that would go a long way.” 

While the majority of 

the students in the 

program aren’t aware 

of their opportunity 

to major in construc-

tion management 

until later in their 

academic career, 

Salvador Gutierrez had his profession-

al goals set at an early age. “I’ve been in it 

By: Brandon Byrd, Senior 

HomeAid is a nonprofit organization 

that is building new lives for homeless 

men, women and children in Riverside 

and San Bernardino counties through 

housing and community outreach. 

Over the past couple of years 

HomeAid has had an annual Project 

Playhouse Pet Edition Fundraiser to 

help raise money for our homeless 

shelter development program. In the 

past couple years HomeAid has part-

nered with CBU’s Construction Man-

agement program to help construct 

various pet houses for this event. The 

CBU team has already contributed 

about five pet houses and is excited to 

build two new homes for this year’s 

upcoming Project Playhouse Pet Edi-

tion fundraiser.  
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all my life,” he explained, “I’ve done con-

crete work, masonry work, every since I 

was little.” Salvador’s enthusiasm for the 

program is clear, and his gratitude lies 

particularly with the engineering profes-

sors: “The professors are awesome. You 

can get really personal with them and talk 

to them about anything.” After three and 

a half years of excelling in the program, 

Salvador will be graduating a semester 

early come December, but before that he 

plans to pursue another internship and 

“add experience” to his resume, which he 

hopes will “open more doors for when [he 

graduates].” While starting his own busi-

ness was a possibility for a while, Salvador 

instead intends to “start either [as a] field 

engineer or project engineer, [and] just 

work [his] way up, however long it takes.” 

Brandon 

Byrd, senior, 

has a heart 

dedicated to 

ministry. After 

serving in high 

school and jun-

ior high minis-

try at home, going on multiple mission 

trips to Mexico and serving for two sum-

mers alongside Won by One To Jamaica, a 

nonprofit organization, his contribution  

to the local community continues, and his 

desire to share the love of Christ through 

his work is evident as he talks about his 

career goals. Byrd’s internship with 

HomeAid focuses on “finding rundown 

buildings and structures and turning them 

into homeless shelters.” Within his intern-

ship, Byrd also participates in the mentor-

ship program sponsored by HomeAid that 

focuses on high school and college drop-

outs, many of whom have been in and out 

of prison and juvenile detention centers. 

After graduation, Brandon intends to in-

tern with RQ Construction, but as for long

-term goals, his hope is to work alongside 

a nonprofit organization like Won By One 

To Jamaica or start his own, using his 

trade to help build the economy in other 

third world countries. 

Career Fair 

Hundreds of students flooded the gym on  

Wednesday, February 24 for California 

Baptist University’s third annual Business, 

Engineering and Communication Studies 

Career Fair . 

In this short amount of time, the fair has 

become the largest career fair hosted on 

campus. In its first year, the fair held 15 

participating businesses. In 2016, students 

had the opportunity to meet with over 

100 businesses and companies.  

According to  the university website, the 

Career Center  shifted their focus for the 

event to cater  to local employers and 

government  agencies. This change creat-

ed a huge push for students to get con-

nected with businesses in their local indus-

try, and this year, students had the oppor-

tunity to meet with representatives for 

businesses such as  the Naval Surface 

Warfare Center,  Skanska, Peabody Engi-

neering, and  Granite Construction.  

Mechanical engineering student Max Mur-

phy  attended the event, and reflected on 

the many opportunities that were availa-

ble in addition to looking for a job or in-

ternship. “I’m here to improve my social 

skills as an engineer and just get exposure 

to some people,” he said. 

Friends Jennifer Ginoza (marketing) and  

Maddison Dean Williams (business admin-

istration) decided to use the event as an 

opportunity to “get a foot in the door” in 

their industries. “We’re only sophomores,” 

said Williams, “but it’s good to start net-

working early.” 

The Career Fair offered students across 

multiple fields the ability to create rela-

tionships with and learn from future em-

ployers. 

New Ambassador Program 

Reaches Out To High School 

Students 

CBU’s College of Engineering launched its 

Ambassador Program this spring  with the 

support and sponsorship of the AGC. 
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 The program, introduced during the fall 

semester’s IAB meeting, recruits high 

school students to CBU’s Construction Man-

agement Program. 

The idea for the Ambassador Program was 

first introduced by senior Jesse Mejia and 

his brother, “me and my brother were actu-

ally the ones who went up to Dr. [Francois] 

Jacobs and asked if we could do something 

like that . . . you know, he’s good to us, so if 

he’s good to us, we want to be good to 

him.” Many CM students volunteered to go 

into high schools and share information and 

their own experiences with students. 

Sophomore Chas Henley reflected on the 

importance of the program: “If kids knew 

more about how to achieve a professional 

career through a college education in con-

struction, that would go a long way.” 

Nearly ten students are serving voluntarily 

on with the Ambassador Program right 

now, and we hope that it will continue to 

grow and make students aware in the com-

ing school year. 

CM Student Passes GC Exam 

Senior  Jesse Mejia recently passed the 

General Contractors License Exam. The 

GC License is a two-part (Trade and Law & 

Business) 

exam that, 

according to 

the  Contrac-

tors Intelli-

gence School 

website, 

“allows a contractor  to  build a house or a 

shelter  as long as framing or at least two 

unrelated trades are being performed.” 

Mejia first took the exam in August of 

2015  and took the Trade portion of the 

exam five times—once a month since Oc-

tober—before passing it this March.  

Although Mejia isn’t planning on working 

independently after graduation, having 

the option to is a huge benefit. “If I feel 

like doing my own thing, I can do my own 

thing. Since I’m kind of already aware of  

how the contracts work and how pricing 

and everything works,” Mejia said. 

Currently,  Mejia works as a painting esti-

mator for Triumph Painting , where he’s 

recently gained more responsibility. “[My 

boss] asks for my opinion now, he trusts 

me . . . So that’s good that I’ve learned so 

much that he has so much confidence in 

me, you know?” 

After graduation, Mejia hopes to spend 

some time traveling and then, once he’s 

home, build his own business. “I [will] try 

to build relationships with people and, you 

know, try to get somebody to help me get 

in the door.” 

Mejia is expected to graduate with his 

degree in Construction Management in 

December 2017. 

Upcoming IAB Meeting 

The next IAB meeting 

will be held 

 Tuesday, June 

14th,11:30-1:00  on 

the main campus. 

Award to Michael Loya 

CBU’s College 

of Engineering 

would like to 

thank Mr. Mi-

chael Loya , 

who was re-

cently awarded for his  contribution 

to the CM program. Mr. Loya has 

dedicated a significant amount of 

time to the growth and success of the 

program over the last four years, in-

cluding steering the Construction 

Management Industry Advisory 

Board (IAB) for three years and es-

tablishing a fundraising sub-

committee that raised scholarship 

money for the program. Mr. Loya has 

also taught three courses with suc-

cessful student evaluations, and this 

semester he hosted the first Career 

Panel Event with students and indus-

try professionals.  Congratulations 

and much thanks to Mr. Michael 

Loya. 


