CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
N ove m ber 2 0 0 8 • V O L U M E 5 3 • I S S U E 3

PROFILES IN PURPOSE
CBU brand represents
58 years of heritage
and countless
stories of faith
in action

California Baptist University

Choir & Orchestra
D r . G a ry B o n n e r , C o n duc t o r
Presents an Evening of Delightful Christmas Music

Friday, December 12, 2008 | 7:30 pm
The Grove Community Church | Riverside, California

Saturday, December 13, 2008 | 6:00 pm
Harvest Christian Fellowship Church | Riverside, California

Tickets available for $20 donation
For more information call

951.343.4251

index of contents
N ove m ber 2 0 0 8

the roundtable
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
N ove m ber 2 0 0 8 • V O L U M E 5 3 • I S S U E 3
EDITOR: Dr. Mark A. Wyatt
MANAGING EDITOR: Karen Bergh
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Jeremy Zimmerman
ART DIRECTOR: Edgar Garcia
PHOTOGRAPHY: Michael J. Elderman, Kenton Jacobsen,
Michael Kitada, Enoch Kim, Dr. Mark A. Wyatt, Trever Hoehne
CONTRIBUTING WRITER(S): Micah McDaniel, David
Noblett, Kendall DeWitt, Cynthia Wright, Carrie Smith

04

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

05

cbu news

SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES:
California Baptist University
Division of Institutional Advancement
Carrie Smith
csmith@calbaptist.edu
951.343.4439
ALUMNI AND DONOR INFORMATION:
Division of Institutional Advancement
800.782.3382
www.calbaptist.edu/ia

08

[mind], body and spirit

10

cbu faculty

ADMISSIONS AND INFORMATION
Department of Admissions
8432 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504-3297
877.228.8866
The Roundtable is published three times annually for the
alumni and friends of California Baptist University.
Third Class Postage at Riverside, California

14

15

16

18

world view

athletics

nursing dedication

profiles in purpose

Postmaster,
Please send address change to:
California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504-3297
Non-profit permit No. 268
calbaptist.edu

ON THE COVER
(Left to right) Kristi Yeager, Dr. Daniel Blair and Marcela
Montanha share their stories of faith in action, sporting
the new “Live your purpose” t-shirts delivered to CBU
community members with the Fall 2008 launch of the
university’s brand ad campaign. See Cover Story, pg. 18.
THE ROUNDTABLE REPRINT POLICY
Contents copyright 2008 by California Baptist
University. All rights reserved.

22

SPIRITUAL LIFE

28

alumnews

EDITORIAL INQUIRIES OR ARTICLE REPRINTS:
Contact Karen Bergh 951.343.5067
kbergh@calbaptist.edu
None of the content in this issue of The Roundtable may
be reproduced in part or in whole without written
permission from California Baptist University’s Marketing
and Communication Division. To obtain permission, please
send your request to kbergh@calbaptist.edu.

message from the president
DR. RONALD L. ELLIS

Dear Alumni and Friends:

I hope that you have seen California Baptist University’s

Members of CBU’s staff, community members,

new Live Your Purpose advertising materials and

students, alumni and supporters celebrated the

Web site. Live Your Purpose is far greater than a

opening of CBU’s new School of Nursing facilities on

marketing slogan; it is, instead, a three-word variation

September 15, 2008 (photos, p. 15).

of the University’s mission statement. This issue
of The Roundtable bears clear evidence of a culture

These pages are full of stories, most not as high

that is all about living one’s purpose. That culture is

profile as the story of Alumnus Rick Warren (’77) who

exemplified in the lives of our faculty, staff, students,

recently hosted a Civil Forum featuring presidential

and volunteers every day (cover story, p. 18).

candidates John McCain and Barack Obama, or with
the emotional pull of nurses who will meet life and

One way that we live our purpose at CBU is through

death challenges in pursuit of their purpose. But,

our signature International Service Projects, a program

each one is an example of an individual or group of

that offers students the opportunity to discover and

individuals who are living their purpose, making an

live their purpose on a global scale. This fall, our

impact in a broad field of endeavor.

purpose comes to us, as 12 Rwandan students have
traveled to Riverside and are now pursuing bachelor’s

Many of you have embraced CBU as an element of

degrees (primarily in the area of engineering) that will

your purpose, and we are grateful for your investment,

allow them to return to their country better equipped

financial and otherwise. As you live your purpose, you

to meet the challenges of re-building a nation

are helping generate the discovery of purpose for the

devastated by genocide more than a decade ago (see

student who is the beneficiary of your generosity.

related story, p. 14).
May the Lord continue to bless!
The newly-renovated School of Nursing building,
located on the corner of Adams Street and Magnolia

Ronald L. Ellis, Ph.D.

Avenue, stands as a symbol of the profession of

President

nursing.

Our first class of traditional Bachelor of

Science in Nursing students will graduate next
spring.
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CBU Counseling Center
hosts open house

CBU posts third year gain in
U.S.News & World Report rankings
For the third straight year,
California Baptist University
has been recognized as
a top-ranked master’s
degree granting university
in the West by U.S.News &
World Report magazine.

Members of the CBU Counseling Center staff and
therapists who were among the first to arrive at the
open house event held at 3739 Adams Street on
September 25 were (l to r): Nancy Barrales, student
worker; Robin Pillai, MFT Intern; Ruth Vaughn, MFT
Trainee; Tim O’Connor, MFT Intern; Toni Jauregui,
MFT Intern; Mary Stanley, MFT Intern; Dr. Alan
McThomas, Director.

As spaces continued to be altered or added at
California Baptist University this summer, the
university’s Counseling Center relocated to a twostory office building at 3739 Adams Street. CBU
faculty, staff and community members celebrated
the opening of the center with an event held
September 25.
The new location provides professional office
space for counseling staff and is considerably
larger than the group’s prior location in the James
West building, according to the Counseling
Center’s office manager, Julie Greenwalt.
The new space better accommodates the growing
counseling program as the School of Behavioral
Sciences at CBU celebrates its 25th year of providing
professional counseling services. (See p. 12)
Dr. Alan McThomas serves as director of the
Counseling Center, and supervises trainees
and interns. Dr. Aine Bergin and Prof. Mischa
Routon, M.S., LMFT, also supervise CBU
graduate-student trainees who are working toward
MFT licensure. The School of Behavioral Sciences
now has 12 full-time professors and three full-time
lecturers, and recently launched the Center for the
Study of Human Behavior research facility.

In the 2009 edition of the
college rankings released
in August, CBU ranked
41st among 116 institutions
in the category, up 10
slots since the university
entered the top tier in 2007.
Compared to the previous
year’s list, CBU advanced
seven positions in the 2009 rankings.

CBU Theatre Arts ramps up season
with four productions
CBU’s Theatre Arts
production season has
been announced for the
2008 – 09 academic
year, featuring two
plays per semester,
Krista Jo Miller,
assistant professor of
Communication Arts
and Theatre, said.
The fall performance
lineup includes “All
My Sons” in October
and “Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers”
in November. The
spring productions
are “Arsenic and Old
Lace” in February and
“Godspell” in late
March-early April. Each semester of theater will feature one
drama and one musical. To obtain tickets, call the Wallace
Theater box office at (951) 343-4319. For more information
about the performances, visit
www.calbaptist.edu/theatre/.
Editor’s Note: The next issue of the Roundtable magazine will include news
and photos of the new CBU School of Engineering facilities, which were
dedicated during an Open House celebration on Oct. 13, 2008.

cbunews
N ove m ber 2 0 0 8

Fall 2008 enrollment breaks
4,000-student mark

2008 Lancer Golf Classic raises
$124,000 for student scholarships

Enrollment at California Baptist University
exceeded 4,000 this fall for the first time in the
university’s 58-year history, CBU President Ronald
L. Ellis told university trustees on September 26,
2008.
Fall 2008 enrollment reached 4,013, an increase
of 238 students over the prior year, but lower than
increases of more than 300 students per year
in recent years. The CBU president noted that
the increase occurred during a year marked by a
number of significant challenges.
“The fact that CBU hit its enrollment goals despite
setbacks in the economy, the credit crisis, and a
huge 2008 graduating class is tremendous news,”
Ellis told trustees. The fall 2008 CBU student
headcount is up from 3,775 last year, and includes
148 international students from 28 different
countries. Among this group are 12 students from
the African nation of Rwanda.

YEAR

HEAD COUNT

2008-2009

4,013

2007-2008

3,775

2006-2007

3,409

2005-2006

3,105

2004-2005

2,905

Ed Fusco, of Intelinet, Inc. in Corona, works on his short game
technique prior to the 19th Annual Lancer Golf Classic scramble
tournament.

California Baptist University raised more than $124,000 for
student scholarships during the 19th Annual Lancer Golf
Classic tournament on June 3, 2008, at the Moreno Valley
Ranch Golf Club. Golf teams made up of foursomes divided
their “best-ball” competitive play between the golf club’s
three challenging courses.
All proceeds from the day’s events are designated for the
CBU General Scholarship fund. Course sponsors included
Tournament sponsor J. D. Diffenbaugh, Inc.; Platinum
sponsors: California Baptist Foundation, Evangelical Christian
Credit Union, Provider Contract Food Service, Stronghold
Engineering, Remax All-Stars; and Gold sponsors: James L.
Stamps Foundation, Intelinet, Inc., and The Gas Company.

Three raise $14,000 for cause
Three CBU students fulfilled their mission to kayak 1,700
miles—1,704, to be exact—down the Mississippi River during
the summer months to raise money to fight social injustices.
Tim Cahill, a returning student, partnered with Justin
Blomgren and Ethan Johnstone, two recent graduates, to
draw attention to the plight of victims of human trafficking.

Justin Blomgren, Tim Cahill, and Ethan Johnston
(left to right) raised money and awareness to fight
sex trafficking abroad and in the U.S.
06 I 07

The three raised more than $14,000 for their cause in more
than 60 cities along the Mississippi by visiting local churches
on the route and giving interviews to local newspapers. In
addition, the trio tracked their route and supplied friends,
families and saga followers with current information via their
blog on the popular blog-hosting site, Blogger.
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Golf Classic renamed after
Bruce Hitchcock

Summer Camps bring neighbors
from overseas and “next door”
This summer, CBU’s campus was swarming with youth,
but not the usual college student crowd. There were several
weeks when two large summer camp groups overlapped
their stays. Pictured immediately below is a large group of
Ardmore Language School students from Spain and Turkey
who posed momentarily for a photo to show their loved ones
back home what CBU in California looks like, while scores of
Zona Yuth (second photo below) Camp “Wired” participants
from Arizona fanned across the campus for various sports and
spiritual activities.

Bruce Hitchcock reacts with surprise as President
Ellis announces that the annual CBU golf tournament
will be named in his honor.

Members of the California Baptist University
community celebrated the service of retiring
administrator Bruce Hitchcock at a luncheon
hosted by President Ronald L. Ellis on June 13
in the Copenbarger Presidential Dining Room
on CBU’s main campus. The event featured
the announcement that the annual Lancer Golf
Classic tournament has been renamed in honor of
Hitchcock, who retired in June as vice president
for Institutional Advancement. Lunch guests
included representatives of the Board of Trustees,
Institutional Advancement staff, Executive Council
and close family friends.

Neighborhood Leadership Conference draws hundreds to CBU
CBU’s campus served as the setting for the annual Riverside
Neighborhood Partnership’s Neighborhood Leadership
Conference on Saturday, May 24. The conference drew
hundreds of residents from Riverside neighborhoods who
learned how to proactively address issues such as crime,
disaster preparedness, beautification and social outreach.
Neighbors attended a variety of workshops throughout the
day, and enjoyed breakfast and lunch at the Alumni Dining
Commons.
Neighborhood Leadership Conference attendees gather under
“the big tent” in the James L. Stamps Courtyard at CBU for
the annual community leadership meeting. Ron Loveridge,
Riverside’s mayor, is seated at far left, front row.
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Higher education.

Photo by: Trever Hoehne

Students enrolled in the Graphic Design program at California Baptist University
recently took a field trip to photograph motocross racers at a dirt track near the
community of Jurupa in Riverside. Students saved the photographs to use in a
digital editing assignment for their Photoshop class.

cbufaculty focus
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Dr. Jeff Cate, professor of Christian
Studies at CBU, wrote several
chapters for a New Testament
survey course textbook recently
published by Kregel Publishers
and sold through Christian college
bookstores. The textbook, entitled
“What the New Testament Authors Really Cared
About,” featured contributions from professors
at Biola, Liberty University, Union University,
Oklahoma Baptist University, Cedarville University,
and others. Cate’s chapters were on 1 Peter,
2 Peter and Jude, which were the focus of his
dissertation.

Dr. David Pearson, associate
professor of Kinesiology, presented
at the American Alliance of Health,
Physical Education, Recreation,
and Dance conference in Kona, HI
in June. Pearson’s presentation
was titled “Don’t call me coach examining role confusion in physical education
pedagogy.”
Pearson also spent two days in Sacramento this
summer creating new assessment tools that will
be used by the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing for California Teacher Performance
Assessment materials. The materials that Pearson
helped design will be used to credential all Physical
Education teacher candidates in California.
Mr. David E. Isaacs, assistant
professor of English, recently
presented two conference papers.
The first, “Pullman’s Impractical
Paradoxes,” discussed the
contradictions of Philip Pullman’s
morality in the His Dark Materials
trilogy. The paper was given in May at Biola
University as part of the Western Regional
Conference on Christianity and Literature.
The second paper was presented at the Oceanic
Popular Culture Association Conference in
Honolulu, Hawaii, in late May. The paper, “There Be
Whales Here: Sacred Spaces in Niki Caro’s Whale
Rider,” explored sacred boundaries in the popular
film Whale Rider.

1 0 I 11

Duncan Simcoe,
associate professor of
Visual Arts, conducted
a drawing workshop
as part of the Oxbridge
Conference using the
theme “The Self in
search of Meaning.” In
addition, he mounted
an exhibit of original
works at California
Lutheran University
September 4 – 24.
On Sept. 11, he was a
panel participant at a
conference held at the
Museum of Biblical Art
in New York City.

Prof. Duncan Simcoe’s “Fear of Heights” installation featured
white images on tar paper, among his various pieces of
original artwork on exhibit at California Lutheran University in
September.

Dr. Chris Morgan, professor of theology and
associate dean of the School of Christian
Ministries at CBU, recently added three
books to his publishing credits. “Faith
Comes by Hearing” was released in early
March (see link: www.ivpress.com/cgiivpress/book.pl/code=2590).
“James: Wisdom for the Community,” was published in
Great Britain in April and released in the U.S. in May. (www.
christianfocus.com/item/show/1152/).
		
“Suffering and the Goodness of God,” the first volume
in the new hardcover Theology in Community series that
Morgan created and co-edits, hit the shelves this fall
(www.crossway.org/product/9781581348590).
Morgan spoke on Sept. 2 on the topic of whether the
unevangelized can enter heaven during a New York City
radio station interview. The question is the central theme of
“Faith Comes by Hearing.”
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Dr. Andrew Herrity, dean of the
Robert K. Jabs School of Business
at California Baptist University,
presented a paper on August 7,
2008, to the International Society
for Knowledge, Culture, and Change
in Organizations at Cambridge
University in the United Kingdom. Dr. Herrity was
invited by the Society to present his paper titled
“The Entrepreneurial Capitalist as Hero: Worldwide
Cultural Re-Framing of the Innovative Business
Leader’s Value to Society, 1985-2005”. Herrity
reports that he had a standing-room-only crowd
and, following the presentation, the Cambridge
audience engaged him in a lively discussion
regarding the ideas in the paper.
Dr. Anthony Donaldson, dean of
the CBU School of Engineering,
chaired the engineering and
technology session for the National
Faculty Leadership Conference
held in Washington D.C. in late
June. The conference was attended
by more than 300 Christian faculty involved in
higher education and was sponsored by the
Christian Leadership Ministries arm of Campus
Crusade for Christ. The session covered topics as
diverse as Engineering as Mission, Philosophical
Underpinnings of Engineering and The Future of
Alternative Energies.
Dr. Beverly Howard, professor
of Music, was organist for the
opening hymn festival at the Annual
Conference of The Hymn Society
in the United States and Canada
in Berkeley, CA, July 13-17. During
the Annual Meeting, she presented
her editor’s report for “The Hymn: A Journal of
Congregational Song” and was honored for her
two terms as editor, which will end in December.

Dr. Jim Buchholz, professor of Mathematics and Physics,
recently debuted a short film that he wrote and produced as
a student of the New York Film Institute’s summer classes in
Los Angeles. Buchholz’s three-minute short entitled “I Saw
Her First” was shown alongside 32 other short films in the
9th Annual Big Bear Lake International Film Festival on Sept.
12 -14. There were 400 entries in the mountain community’s
film festival which attracts Hollywood luminaries as well as
independent filmmakers.

Professor Jim Buchholz recently found himself in the company
of well-known directors and movie stars like actor John Savage,
who received a lifetime achievement award for acting at the Big
Bear Lake International Film Festival. Savage’s breakout role was
in “The Deer Hunter,” which won the best picture Oscar in 1979.

This summer, Prof. Krista Jo Miller, director of CBU Theatre
Arts, performed in Quilters at the Great Plains Theatre, an
Equity house in Abilene, Kansas. Quilters tells the story of a
pioneer woman and her daughters as they create patches, or
blocks, for an exquisite legacy quilt.

Howard also participated in an invitational summit
of church music professors at Truett Seminary/
Baylor University, July 20-22. Conversations
focused on the theme “Building the Next
Generation of Worship Leaders.”
Dr. Alex Chediak, associate
professor of Engineering, recently
authored a column for Focus on the
Family which can be found at:
www.boundless.org/2005/
articles/a0001791.cfm

CBU’s Krista Jo Miller, far left, performs in summer production
of Quilters.
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CBU professors attend Oxbridge 2008
Several CBU faculty attended the C. S. Lewis
Foundation Oxbridge 2008 Summer Institute,
including Oxbridge organizers Drs. Gayne Anacker
and Scott Key and afternoon seminar leader
Prof. Duncan Simcoe. Faculty who presented
papers at the conference included:
Dr. Todd Bates - Associate Professor of
Philosophy;
Dr. Dawn Ellen Jacobs - Professor of English;
Dr. Scott Key - Professor of Philosophy and
Humanities, and
Dr. Jennifer Newton - Assistant Professor of
English.
Prof. Angela Brand, Mr. David Isaacs, and Dr.
James Lu were among those who moderated
sessions for the Oxbridge Faculty Forum. Other
Oxbridge faculty attendees included Drs. Jim
Buchholz, Connie Milton, and Jonathan Parker.

School of behavioral sciences to celebrate 25-year anniversary

School of Behavioral Sciences faculty and staff will host a reunion celebration in honor of the 25-year anniversary of
the counseling psychology program on May 1, 2009 at CBU. Faculty and staff members pictured include (left to right):
Denitria Davidson, Dr. Carol Minton, Dr. Kathryn Fagan, Debbie Jahant, Jill Sandoval, Prof. Mischa Routon, Dr. Nathan
Lewis, Prof. Marilyn Moore, Dr. Gary Collins, Dr. Ken Pearce, Dr. Bruce Stokes and Dr. Aine Bergin. The event is scheduled
for the day of graduate commencement, and will be held in the Staples Room on campus from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
12 I 13
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2008 YUST International
Symposium: Yanji, China
Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, president of California Baptist
University, delivered the keynote address on
“Cooperation Between Universities in China and
the United States” at the 2008 YUST International
Symposium, sponsored annually by the Yanbian
University of Science and Technology.

Rwanda Presidential
Scholarship recipients begin
quest at CBU
This fall, CBU welcomed twelve students from Rwanda
who are training in the fields of engineering and biology
to help rebuild their country. Rwanda’s President, Paul
Kagame, worked with Dr. Ronald L. Ellis last year to forge
an agreement known as the Rwanda-CBU Presidential
Scholarship program that provides for the students to earn
their bachelor’s degrees at CBU.

President Ellis presents keynote at YUST Symposium
Seven of the dozen Rwandan bachelor’s degree students at
CBU posed recently for this photo: (left to right) Emmanuel
Karemera, Josee Kangabe, Paulin Hakizimana, Desire Giraneza,
Alex Muganza, Faith Mwiza, and Valarienee Maltemps.

YUST President Chin Kyung Kim (right) follows
the keynote address of Dr. Ellis published in the
conference program. Pictured in foreground is Prof.
Wi Hun Kang Ph.D., Organizing Chairman of the 2008
YUST International Symposium.
14 I 15

Patrick Nsengiyumva, who serves as student leader for the
Rwandan group, tries his first hot dog at the Los Angeles Angels
game as he and his classmates enjoyed watching the American
pastime of baseball. The group traveled to Anaheim Stadium
along with members of the entering freshmen class during the
events of new student orientation week in late August.
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Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, CBU President, uses oversized scissors to
cut the ceremonial ribbon at the dedication ceremony and
grand opening of the new CBU School of Nursing facilities
on September 15. Dr. Ellis is flanked by (left to right): donors
Shelby and Ferne Collinsworth; Phil Fouke, son of the late
Peggy Fouke-Wortz, who was a longtime friend of CBU;
Lucas Wehner , CBU international student representing the

Knuppe family doners; Sherry Messner, representing the
Women of Vision fundraising group, and Dr. Connie Milton,
dean of the School of Nursing. Dozens of staff, community
members, students, alumni and supporters celebrated
the opening of the $3.7 million renovation of the former
Lambeth Business Center Complex at 8308-8310 Magnolia
Avenue.

Women of Vision attendees at the School of Nursing open
house join Dean Milton in one of the simulation labs,
which are designed to give nursing students realistic
clinical training scenarios.

Pat Jestice (left), a California Baptist College graduate from
the 1950s, learns from Deborah Carter, assistant professor
of nursing, about the electronic heartbeat of the “simulator”
patient that is used to train nursing students at CBU.
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CBU adds cross-country and
wrestling teams
Coach John Petty has begun laying a foundation for
CBU’s wrestling program from scratch. Petty’s skillful
recruiting led to a pre-season top 20 team ranking by
InterMatWrestle.com. CBU’s wrestling program, which
began its season in September, is one of only eight
four-year universities to field a program in California.

Coach Wade Watkins will be building on a new
Lancers cross-country program that was once at the
top of the Golden State Athletic Conference and NAIA
championship lists.

Petty’s bad attitude then lost him a spot on the
basketball team and led to a fight with classmates.

CBU cross-country and track originally began in the
1960s, and had a second go-around at the school in
1995. By 1998, both the men’s and women’s crosscountry teams made their NAIA Championship
debuts, with the men earning ninth and the women
placing 23rd in the nation. In a span of seven years
(1995-2001), California Baptist saw 24 All-GSAC
selections, five All-American nods, two GSAC
Champions and two GSAC Coach of the Year awards
between both the men’s and women’s programs.

“It was after the fight when I was on my way to the
principal’s office that the wrestling coach got ahold of
me and dragged me into the wrestling room,” Petty
said.

“I want all my athletes to understand the tradition that
was here. I also want the alumni to know who we
are, and have those who built that winning tradition
connected to the program today,” Watkins said.

“Coach said, ‘If you want to fight,
fight these guys,’ and that’s how I
first started wrestling.”

The CBU cross-country and track programs were
discontinued in 2003.

Petty’s wrestling journey started as a young boy
growing up in Miami, Florida. Petty, who was the
youngest of three siblings, said he “got into some
trouble” while attending high school in Florida, so his
mother sent him to Georgia to live with relatives.

Petty continued his high school and wrestling education
in California, living with his father before heading to
Fresno State University. After college, Petty became a
pilot in the army where he would split his day between
wrestling training and flying helicopters.
With his foundation of wrestling and military
discipline, Petty says he has learned much
that will help him build the collegiate
wrestling program at CBU and help shape
the character and discipline of the athletes
for whom he is responsible.
“We intentionally guide these guys to
character development to prepare them
for marriage, parenthood and to be
future leaders of their communities,”
Petty said.

Watkins comes to CBU after eight seasons as
assistant coach for cross country and track and field
at NCAA Division II Cal Poly Pomona. Watkins also
spent 16 years at Los Altos High in Northern California,
serving 10 of those as the head coach of both the
cross country and track and field teams.
Watkins himself has a passion for running.
Every morning before work, Watkins
takes long runs around school trying to
find new trails to take his cross country
team.
“I feel I have a wide range of knowledge
to bring to the table,” said Watkins
“I am not just an endurance
hound; I enjoy the power and
explosiveness that all sports
have in common. I began
running to stand out from
everyone else who wasn’t,
but now I enjoy being fit
enough to run for an hour
and feel good about staying
in shape.”

Coach John Petty
16 I 17

Coach Wade Watkins
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Highlights from the 2007 - 08
Lancers Athletics season

NAIA National Championships

National Honor Roll

Women’s Volleyball—The Lancers advanced to their fourth
straight national semifinal appearance and played in the
championship game for the third time in the past three
seasons. CBU finished second, losing to GSAC-rival Fresno
Pacific university in the title match.

CBU finished sixth in the 2008 U.S. Sports
Academy Director’s Cup, matching the best finish
in program history since the Directors’ Cup began
awarding an NAIA trophy in 1996. The Lancers
scored 679 points and were among four teams
from the Golden State Athletic Conference (GSAC)
to finish in the top six. The Lancers also finished
sixth in 2001. The Directors’ Cup honors institutions
that maintain a broad-based program, achieving
success in many sports, both men’s and women’s.

Head of the Class
A program-best eight CBU athletic teams earned
NAIA Scholar Team awards for achieving a team
GPA of 3.0 or better during the 2007-08 season.

Women’s Volleyball – 3.34
Women’s Tennis – 3.33
Women’s Soccer – 3.26
Men’s Soccer – 3.19
Softball – 3.19
Women’s Swimming and Diving – 3.19
Men’s Tennis – 3.17
Baseball – 3.08

Men’s Basketball—For the second straight year, CBU played
in the NAIA Tournament, defeating Xavier (LA.) in the opening
round. In the Sweet 16, the Lancers had defending national
champion Oklahoma City on the ropes, leading with two
minutes left. But the Stars squeaked out a narrow 69-63 win.
Mark Roussin was named GSAC Player of the Year and NAIA
All-American first team.
Swimming/Diving—CBU swept the men’s and women’s
NAIA Swimming and Diving national championships for the
third straight year. Rick Rowland was named NAIA Men’s
Coach of the Year.
Softball—Playing in their fifth straight national tournament,
the Lancers finished fourth. It was their fourth straight top
four finish. Amy Thomas was named NAIA Pitcher of the Year
for the second straight season.
Women’s Golf—In just their third season as a program, CBU
finished eighth at the national tournament, moving up four
spots on the final day. CBU freshman Malin Thorberg became
the first player in the program’s three-year history to be
named NAIA All-American.
Men’s Tennis—Completing a dramatic turnaround, the
Lancers who were just 5-15 a season ago, made it all the way
to the quarterfinals of the national tournament. The Lancers
finished 16-6 and spent the majority of the season ranked in
the NAIA Top 10.

Beginning October 31st, CBU will begin
broadcasting select men’s and women’s
basketball games on KPRO 1570 AM. The
station’s signal reaches the city of Riverside
and parts of surrounding communities.
Tune in and be part of what promises to
be the most exciting season yet! For a
complete schedule of game broadcasts, go
to www.calbaptist.edu/lancersLIVE

Women’s Tennis—The CBU women’s tennis team also
enjoyed their best season ever, reaching the quarterfinals.
They finished 14-8 overall, beat five nationally-ranked teams
and were ranked as high as No. 5, which is the highest
ranking in the program’s four-year history.
Men’s/Women’s Water Polo and Men’s Volleyball—The
Lancer water polo and men’s volleyball teams played in their
respective NAIA National Invitational Tournament. Both the
men’s and women’s water polo teams won their respective
inaugural events held at the Lancer Aquatic Center, while the
men’s volleyball team finished second, playing in their fifth
straight final.

kristi yeager

marcela Montanha

Dr. Daniel Blair

T he C B U B rand :
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If there is any single characteristic of a brand that provides
a competitive advantage, it is heritage. While California
Baptist University recently undertook a, modern research
process to fine-tune its advertising messages, the
information uncovered kept pointing back to what makes
the university great.
What makes CBU great—and what all great brands have
in common—is that the institution has had time to build a
meaningful and relevant past.
Over a span of 58 years, countless numbers of people have
“bought and used” the university’s brand, and made the
brand a part of their lives.
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Members of the “CBU family“ have endowed the brand
from one generation to the next. CBU’s brand speaks
of status, character, caring, and a history. It speaks of a
traditional way of life that is of value to present and future
generations. It speaks of shared experiences.
Over the next year or more, CBU’s marketing and
communication staff is presenting through its various
communications glimpses into these experiences and the
stories of people who give narrative to the CBU brand.
These stories—Profiles in Purpose—are meaningful,
relevant, and, we hope, memorable.

Dr. Daniel Blair, assistant professor of
American Sign Language (ASL) at CBU,
is accustomed to communicating with
people who cannot hear. His own wife,
Angela, was born deaf.
Blair himself is not deaf, nor are either
of his and Angela’s two children. Yet, the
ease with which he moves between the
hearing and deaf worlds demonstrates
the depth of compassion, skill and
understanding the CBU professor has for
the needs of the deaf community.
He wasn’t originally planning a career
addressing those needs. In fact, Blair
was ordained as a minister in 1982, and
earned his M.Div. at the Beeson Divinity
School at Samford University in 1995.
He planted a mission church with a deaf
ministry in Birmingham upon graduation,
while serving as director of admissions
and recruitment at the divinity school and
working towards his Ph.D. in Educational
Research at the University of Alabama.
A call in the spring of 2006 from fellow
Beeson alumnus and CBU professor
Dr. Jeff Mooney alerted Blair to an
opportunity to teach at CBU. At the time,
the open position was within the School
of Christian Ministries. Mooney, Tony
Chute and Todd Bates, professors of

Marcela Montanha came to CBU from
Sao Paolo, Brazil, on a tennis scholarship,
speaking almost no English and having
given up aspirations to be a professional
tennis player in her native land. She
arrived at CBU having also moved away
from the religion of her childhood,
Catholicism.
“I came to CBU in 2006, and although
I could barely speak English, I could
understand it and began to wonder what
all the excitement about ‘this Jesus’
was,” said Montanha, whose native
language is Portuguese. “The American
students seemed to know about a Jesus
that I had not known, so my friend who
speaks Spanish explained it to me.”
Mercedes Vasquez, the Spanishspeaking friend and a classmate at

theology at CBU, were classmates with
Blair while at Beeson.
Despite his history in theology and
pastoral ministry, Blair found himself
proposing to CBU administration his
dream of building a Center for Deaf
Studies at the university. His plan
included building an interest in ASL and
related courses to eventually create a
bachelor’s degree in Deaf Studies.
Two years later, Blair has ensconced
himself in the CBU culture, and has
become a student favorite. A new
section of ASL classes has been added
every semester the past two years, and
the enrollments are at capacity. A course
in Deaf Ministry has also filled the two
times it has been offered. In addition,
primary research conducted over the
summer shows strong interest in the
proposed bachelor’s degree in Deaf
Studies.
A day doesn’t go by where Blair isn’t
working on some detail designed to fulfill
the dream that brought him to Riverside
and to CBU. From his station at CBU,
the cultural divide between the hearing
and the deaf worlds may still seem a
chasm—but his purpose fuels his
tireless devotion to building bridges.

CBU, was able to share the gospel in a
language the two conversed easily in, so
Marcela was able to ask all the questions
she had.
“The more I asked, the more I wanted to
know,” Montanha said. Holly Rodriguez,
the secretary for the International Center
at CBU, also played an important role
in explaining biblical principles and how
to know the God that cares about each
person He created, Montanha related.
It was during this time of intense
exploration that Montanha accepted the
Lord as her personal savior at CBU. Not
long afterward, she began exchanging
emails about her learning with her twin
sister and other family members in
South America.

The emails moved to an online service
where users can make free calls by
computer—and the conversations grew
more earnest.
“My father could see that I was secure.
That I was confident. And, that it was
true,” Montanha said. Her sister Daniela
said “I want to meet this God!”
On subsequent trips back home, Marcela
Montanha’s enthusiasm—“the Holy Spirit”
in her, she affirms—has led her sister, her
father, and another friend from Brazil to
accept Christ into their lives.

Kristi Yeager is an active volunteer in
CBU’s Women of Vision organization. The
fundraising group works with staff from
CBU’s Institutional Advancement division
to host various events throughout the year
in support of the CBU School of Nursing.
The Women of Vision have contributed
more than $800,000 to support equipment
and scholarship needs of the two-year-old
nursing school.
While Kristi herself would never seek
accolades for the work that she does—
she is much too humble for that—her
words, like her personal philosophies and
experiences, tell a lot about who she is.
“I am avid about supporting the CBU
School of Nursing program because
they train not only the nurses’ minds,
but their hearts,” Yeager said. “The CBU
program teaches the caregivers to treat
people ethically and compassionately,
understanding that every person is made in
God’s image.”
Yeager has had personal experience
working alongside nurses who cared for
her loved ones. She said she spent 16
years with her father’s nurses, following
his diagnosis of brain cancer at the age
of 42.
Her daughter Laine, now four, suffered
severe jaundice as an infant and Yeager
became an advocate for her daughter’s
care when it became apparent to her that
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The family members now attend an
evangelical church in their hometown that
the CBU student helped them find.
When asked about how she shared her
conviction, Montanha humbly replied “the
Lord did everything and the only thing I did
was let Him use me.”
Montanha has now declared her major
as Global Studies, an area of study that
prepares one for a life of mission service.
While she has no immediate plans in that
direction, Montanha says she remains
committed to share the truth that she has
learned with others, and that she is open
to how God may use her in the future.

the hospital staff was not attuned to the
seriousness of her daughter’s condition or
to the family’s emotional needs.
“This wasn’t ‘just another case of
jaundice,’—I could see that my daughter
was failing—and when we had her
transferred to another hospital we were
told that she could have died,” Yeager said.
It was at that point that “it clicked for me,”
Yeager said. “I thought: ‘This is the place
where I can make a difference.’”
“These nurses are in an extraordinary
position, at important times in people’s
lives,” Yeager added. It was shortly
afterward that she heard about CBU’s
School of Nursing, and she immediately
volunteered.
Yeager said she saw the opportunity to
encourage future generations of nurses,
emphasizing that it is the Christianprincipled caring, empathy and respect that
will set nurses who graduate from CBU’s
program apart.
As she headed off for another
appointment, Yeager called out over her
shoulder her favorite quote from Mother
Teresa, whose charitable work among the
poverty-stricken of Calcutta is legendary:
“Do not wait for leaders; do it alone,
person-to-person.” Kristi Yeager believes
that one person can make a difference.
And she is.

Students who attend school at CBU, and
staff members and faculty who work at
the university know that “purpose” is
not merely an occupation “Life isn’t so
much about what you ‘do’ for a living,
but how you live,” said Dr. Mark A.
Wyatt, vice president for marketing and
communication at CBU.
That preface, among others, has helped
inform the university’s new marketing
and public relations campaign that
launched this fall. The new theme
“Live your purpose” helps amplify the
university’s faith-based orientation and
more clearly differentiates the school
from other higher education institutions
in the region.
“The radio, print, and television ads,
along with internet advertising and
the CBU Web site, are designed to
communicate the intrinsic value of our
brand to audiences in a way that they
will not only gain a greater awareness of
CBU, but more clearly understand what
we are really all about,” Wyatt added.

The marketing team’s research showed
that the institution was known to
members of its constituent groups
primarily as a university whose purpose
is helping people discover
and prepare for their life’s
purpose.

You were created for a purpose.
Do you know what it is? Are you

“We were gratified that
many of our students,
alumni, employees and
students participated in the
brand development process,”
said Jeremy Zimmerman,
CBU’s director of marketing
communication. “I believe
that we have collectively
recognized the direction God
is taking us as a community
and have tried our best to
articulate that vision in a
way that current and future
members of the CBU
family can understand and
appreciate.”

living it? For more than 50 years,
California Baptist University has
been helping students understand
and engage their purpose by
providing a Christ-centered educational experience that integrates
academics

with

spiritual

and

social development opportunities.
If you are looking for an amazing
college experience that will provide
the path for you to live your purpose,
find out more about CBU today.

Live your purpose.
www.calbaptist.edu

Employees help define the brand
Coincident with the external launch of the advertising
campaign, CBU marketing manager Jeremy Zimmerman
issued a challenge to employees to define their own
contributions in helping each student discover and
prepare to live his or her purpose. The Marketing and
Communication division sponsored a “Live your purpose”
contest encouraging employees to create personal mission
statements and apply their creativity to an advertising
concept. The winning mission statement was provided by Dr.
Elizabeth Morris, professor of education:

“I am living my purpose by using the
talents God has given me to educate
and prepare future secondary teachers
to make a difference not only in the
educational lives of their students but
also for the cause of Christ.”

The winner of the “Live your purpose” advertising contest
was marketing professor Natalie Clark for her profiles in
purpose ad concept, a sketch that included images and
stories of students whose lives have changed as a result of
their experience with God at CBU. Professors Morris and
Clark received Mission Inn gift certificates for their winning
entries.

WORDS: Kendall DeWitt

M

ore and more, stories are being told of
individuals being drawn to California
Baptist University to discover and to live
out their purpose. Some realize it at the time of
their arrival, others discover it along their journey.

Students travel from around the world to
attend CBU, drawn many times by the special
amalgamation of faith and academics that comes
from the institution’s resolve to be a university
committed to the Great Commission. At the heart
of this purpose-driven commitment is the Office
of Spiritual Life—a family within the CBU family
whose members are solely dedicated to the
spiritual development of students.

22 I 23

John Montgomery
Dean of Spiritual Life

In 2006, John Montgomery
began serving as the campus
pastor when he became the
Dean of Spiritual Life. The
metamorphosis of growth
in spiritual life on campus is
evidenced not only by the
increased number of staff
members and programs for which
he is responsible, but also by the numbers of students
involved in personal ministries and mission work.
“It all starts with the work of God’s spirit in the heart of
our students. Our work would be pointless without Him,”
Dean Montgomery said. “In addition, God has brought
together a great team of talented servant leaders to
comprise the Office of Spiritual Life staff.”

Campus Ministries shares goals
Brian Zunigha

Director of Campus Ministries

Within the Office of Spiritual Life, Campus Ministries is the
arm that is responsible for Bible study, reflection and prayer
support.
“My goal is to see every student personally
invited to participate,” said Brian Zunigha,
director of Campus Ministries. Zunigha
teaches Relevant, the on-campus bible
study held Wednesday nights, and oversees
prayer initiatives and the organization of
various study and worship groups.

“Prayer is a big part of my
job,” said Zunigha, who plans to introduce
consistent campus prayer initiatives. “I’d
love to see it blossom into something big.”
The model that Zunigha has based his plan on is the
Moravian Christians who set up a watch of continuous
prayer which ran uninterrupted, 24 hours a day, for 100 years.
“I’d love to see the prayer chapel filled 24/7 and see CBU
community members unifying in prayer together.”
Zunigha, like so many others, describes his new position
as spiritually purposed. “When I’m on campus, I feel God’s
presence. I know this is exactly where I’m supposed to be.”

Compassion Ministries serve
close to home
Brett Vowell

Director of Chapel and Compassion Ministries

“Our staff members and graduate assistants represent
their own individual stories of the journey that has
brought them to this place, and to their unique roles in
furthering the kingdom of God.”

“The Holy Spirit has prompted
revival in the hearts of students.
We, as staff, have the joy of helping
them grow in their relationship
with Christ.”
		

		

~ John Montgomery
Dean of Spiritual Life

Brett Vowell oversees the Compassion Ministries at CBU,
which provide the opportunity to “share compassion in the
name of Christ with a solitary service project and act of love,”
Vowell said. The projects are usually local, and of a short-term
nature.
Projects include the Adopt-A-Grandparent ministry, which
pairs students with a senior resident of the nearby Rose
Garden Apartment Complex, and the Project
Bridge and Safe House ministries, which
pairs students with at-risk youth.
In addition, the Active Compassion
ministry in force at CBU ”acts as a voice of
awareness to create real and lasting change
around the world,” Vowell added. Vowell also
leads the popular Urban Plunge events that,
for the past several outings, have assisted families in need in
poverty-stricken parts of Los Angeles.

CBU’s “MOB squad,” led by White, aims for the prize
CBU’s International Service Projects (ISP) in 2008 sent 318
people on 35 teams to 21 countries to participate in service
projects, engage in cross-cultural exchanges, and to spread
God’s word. In the past twelve years, CBU’s ISP teams
have sent 1,332 to “live the call,” carrying out the terms of
discipleship expressed by Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20.

“My goal is to have CBU sending at least 10 percent
of the total number of students we have enrolled each
year,” White said. She keeps the statistics in handy
spreadsheets and charts and regularly reports her
milestones to administrators and her own staff.

Kristen White, CBU’s director of Mobilization at CBU since
2005, has flexed her considerable ministerial muscle—aided
by impeccable organizational skills—to gather and send
increasingly large numbers of volunteers to points around the
globe.

The recent expansion of the unit resulted in its being
named the “Office of Mobilization.” Staff members
cleverly dubbed their enthusiastic group as the “MOB
squad” (short for “mobilization”), and the group now
includes eight team members including CBU staff and
graduate assistants.

White, a brisk walker, fast talker, and rapid fire thinker, does
not want to waste a second of the time she knows God has
given her on this earth. Each successive year, the program
under her leadership has broken records of the year before.
Without any focus on herself, White has her eyes on the
prize—and she loves statistics for the Lord.

The 2008 ISP teams saw several “firsts:” the first team
of graduate students went on an ISP trip; the university
sent its first teams to Argentina and Panama;CBU nursing
students worked with patients in Rwanda, and one team
went to Beijing during the summer Olympics. To see a few
of this year’s ISP photos, turn to page 26.

The “MOB squad” at CBU’s Office of Mobilization includes: (left to right, back) Tiffany Adcock, ISP Coordinator; Jared Dobbins,
Assistant Director of Mobilization; Aura Opris, ISP Graduate Assistant; Charlie Holderman, USP Graduate Assistant; Aimee
Sayre, ISP Intern. (left to right, Front): Kristen Dumas, J3 Graduate Assistant; Kristen White, Director of Global Mobilization;
Erin Wood, Administrative Secretary.
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USP Arrives
Jared Dobbins

Assistant Director of Mobilization

Jared Dobbins, assistant director of Mobilization, was
hired during the summer to manage the new USP, or
“United States Projects” service program.
Dobbins introduced the USP program to CBU students
at a chapel service as 10-day long “servant evangelism
projects with more of a nationwide outreach.” He
explained that the projects also are designed to spur
growth and outreach for the churches that team
members will be working with in sites around the U.S.
Like his Office of Spiritual Life colleague Brian Zunigha,
Dobbins also considers his present time at CBU to be
divinely purposed.
He was prepared to graduate in spring of 2008 with
his Master of Divinity degree from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and in early March received an
email from a colleague at the International Mission
Board. She told him about the opportunity at CBU in the
Office of Mobilization.
“When I came out to visit, I knew this was the perfect
place, this is exactly what I wanted to do,” Dobbins said.
“I truly consider this a divine opportunity to flesh out the
vision God has given me to work with students for His
glory and for His name.”
This year the USP goal is for 80 participants to serve on
10 trips, which will be scheduled throughout the year.

Global Surge 2 builds
groundswell
In addition to USP, Dobbins oversees Global Surge 2
(GS2), an international service opportunity for high school
juniors and seniors to “get their feet wet” with crosscultural ministry. Students begin their experience with
an intensive four-day cross-cultural training at CBU to
prepare them for their two-week stay in Western Europe.
The GS2 service oriented trips are modeled after ISP
trips and give participants the opportunity to encourage
other believers. “The most exciting aspect of GS2 is
seeing what God does in their hearts,” said Dobbins,
“and to see them really passionate and excited about
their faith.”

“One of my convictions is that we not
only help lead people to the Lord, but
that new believers are also given the
opportunity to get plugged into a local
church and have the opportunity to be
discipled or mentored”.
				

		

~Jared Dobbins

Assistant Director of Mobilization

1. This photo of 300-plus ISP participants (students and staff)
was taken at CBU during an intensive training weekend that
was held on campus in the Spring of 2008.
2. Jubilant ISP team members celebrate being at the Great Wall
in China in the summer of 2008. The team engaged Chinese
citizens in everyday activities, sharing the gospel along with
cultural exchanges.
3. David Sandlin, a member of the Argentina team, speaks to
Argentine youth. Team Argentina of CBU’s summer ISP groups
partnered with the Book of Hope organization, distributing
Bibles, performing skits, and holding art clinics at schools in
the town of Zárate.
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The Thailand ISP
20 08 team studied
differences
between Christianity
and Buddhism while
ministering
to new friends in the
streets. They also helpe
d facilitate
training and orientat
ion for students from
all over the
U.S. who participated
in International World
Changers,
an international
missions and chu
rch-planting
organization.

alumnews
N ove m ber 2 0 0 8

60’s

Kenneth Harris (’61) and his wife, Gail, currently make
their home in Idaho. Kenneth retired in 2006 after
serving for 26 years as a pastor.
Yvonne (nee Helton ’68) Bruce and her husband, Joe,
received their official missionary status through the
International Mission Board in May, and currently serve
as members of the Caribbean Itinerant Team based in
south Florida.
Marjorie Sippel (nee Hughes/Bruce ’69) retired after a
career working with families. She and her husband have
three children and five grandchildren. They currently
make their home in Sunriver, OR.
Don Overstreet (‘69) co-authored a book released by
B&H Publishing Group entitled “Spin-Off Churches,”
which guides readers “through the church sponsorship
process from its biblical basis to the nuts, bolts, and
resource basics of implementation and follow through,”
according to the publisher.

70’s

(3) Dan Goldsmith (’81) and his wife, Janine Murray (’97) traveled
in March to Rwanda with Saddleback Church. Janine worked to help
establish a partnership between Saddleback Church and the first
counseling center in Rwanda. She also taught the Rwanda National
Police at their headquarters in Kigali. Her teaching opportunities
continued during their time in Kigali, most of her presentations
focusing on forgiveness and reconciliation, gender violence, and
grief and loss. Dan trained the National Police Investigators in
interviewing and interrogation, including how to interview sexual
assault victims and children.
Jamie Sue Gagnon (nee Kennedy ’83) retired in 2006 after 23
years of service in the mental health industry. She and her husband,
Bill, have two children: Joshua, 18, and Lauren, 16.
Dennis Keith Spitzer (’83) and his wife, Leigh Ann, currently make
their home in Clovis, CA. They have two children: Lindsay, 13, and
Hunter, 11. Dennis owns Spitzer’s Physical Therapy and Personal
Training Center, Inc., which operates on three locations: Clovis, CA;
Fresno, CA; and Mariposa, CA.
Rev. Charles Sturgeon (’84) began serving as pastor at the First
Baptist Church of Coolidge, TX in July, 2008.

Larry Glen Martindale (‘71) currently serves as a
Registered Nurse in a small, rural emergency room in
south central Missouri. He retired after 25 years of
service with the United States Air Force in 1996. Larry
and his wife, Martha, have four children and seven
grandchildren.

Karen Lynn Newton (nee Thompson ’87) became a stay at
home mom after serving for 13 years in the Kern County Probation
Department. She recently started her own business. Her husband,
Robert (’87), is the Singles Pastor and Counselor at Valley Baptist
Church in Bakersfield, CA. They have three children: Rebecca, a
freshman at CBU; Joshua, a sophomore in high school; and Matthew,
who is in 7th grade.

(1) Daniel Brady (’76) was featured as Pseudolous
in Northern Arizona University’s production of “A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum” by
Steven Sondheim. The show ran between July 17-20
at the Clifford E. White Theatre on the Norther Arizona
University Campus. Daniel and his wife, April, make
their home in Flagstaff, AZ.

Carol McDoniel (’85) is currently the Associate Director of the
Titan Student Union at California State University, Fullerton. She
oversees the areas of building operations, conferences and events,
and information services. Previously, Carol served as Director of
Campus Services at CBU for more than ten years.

80’s

Floyd Bland (’80) had his first book published. In
August 2008. The Christian Heritage: Answers for a
Searching World is available online via Pleasant Word
Books, Barnes and Noble, and Amazon.com.
(2) Kathy Evans (’80) was named Ada City Schools’, in
Ada, OK, Teacher of the Year in May 2008. She currently
works at Glenwood Early Childhood Center as a prekindergarten teacher.
Jayne Gales (’87) currently serves as the Management
Services Officer for the Department of Philosophy in the
College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences at UCR,
where she has worked for nine years. She welcomed
granddaughter, Maddison Jayne West to her family.
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90’s

Chris Henson (’90) moved to Tennessee two years ago after working
for 15 years in the Palm Springs area doing event production,
photography and videography.
Melissa Lewis (nee Despain ’92) currently makes her home in
Tulare, CA.
Scot Swindall (’92) serves as a 9-1-1 dispatch supervisor for
West Metro Fire in Littleton, CO. He and his wife, Shannon (nee
Domosley ‘93) have three children, ages 5, 8 and 10.
Stacey Stopp Rising (’95) is the Regional Developer for 1-2-3 Fit
for the franchises’ Southeast Region, and is the owner of a 1-2-3 Fit
outlet in Pensacola, FL.
Tawna Quinatoa (nee Johnson ’96) currently serves as a Case
Manager at the Women’s and Children’s Alliance in Boise, ID. She
and her husband have two daughters: Gaby, 7, and Dany, 5.
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Alexander Clifford (’98) currently serves with the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority in Los Angeles,
CA as the General Manager for the Metro Gateway
Cities Service Sector.
Jeremy (’98) and Lisa (nee Blair ’00) Williams serve at
Pathway Church in Redlands, working with youth. They
welcomed son Andrew Blake on June 18, 2007.
Jeff Cope (’99) began serving as the Pastor to Students
at First Baptist Church, Alexandria, VA in January of
2008.
Dave Jones (’99) currently serves as part-time consultant
and as Administrative/Ministry Development Aide and
Volunteer Chaplain at Sunrise Church in Rialto, CA.
Kelly Munyon (nee Lewis ’99) is currently a stay-athome mom for her two children, Jonah and Abigail.

00’s

Samantha Haintz (nee Swindall ’00) married in May
2008 and lives in Australia.
Michael Niemi (’01) and his wife, Tina, along with their
three-month-old daughter, Sophia, recently moved to
Valley, AL. Michael graduated from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree in
May 2008, and now serves as Minister of Education for
First Baptist Church of Lanett, AL.
Kimberly Adams (nee Nelson ’02) was married to
James Adams on October 5, 2007 in Gilbert, CA. Both
are 6th grade teachers in Gilbert.
Tiffany Pena (’02) recently moved back to her hometown
of Merced, CA, where she works as a math teacher.
Kathryn Rando (nee Ferguson ’02) and her husband,
Adu (’02) live in Ribeirao Preto, Brazil with their
daughters, two-year-old Isabella and infant Julia.
Mark Thorsby (’02) currently lives in New York City
where he is completing a Ph.D. in philosophy at The
New School for Social Research. Mark also teaches
three courses in philosophy at The City University of
New York, New Jersey City University and works as an
assistant research analyst for the Institutional Research
Office at The New School. He and his wife, Brandi (nee
Hamlin ’02), are parents to Julien Montaigne Thorsby,
age 1.
Kristi Alewine (nee Kupiec ’03) was married to Lukas
Alewine on May 22, 2008 on the island of Grand Cayman.
Kristi is finishing the second year of her Master’s degree
in Student Affairs Administration at Baylor University in
Waco, TX.

Jessica Garcia (nee Mosebach ’03) was married to Rodrigo Garcia
in April. After completing her B.A. in English and Communication
Arts at CBU, Jessica earned an M.A. degree in Journalism at the
University of Nevada, Reno. She currently works as a reporter for
the Sparks Tribune, a community newspaper in Sparks, NV. In 2007,
Jessica received an award from the Nevada Press Association for
her reporting on the Darren Mack/Reno judge shooting, an event
that garnered national media attention.
Connie Guimond (’05) moved to rural, southwestern Indiana in
2007. Her daughter, also a CBU alumna, was married and has one
son.
Robert Barron (’04) and his wife, Sherry (’84 & ’03), relocated to
Kapolei, HI. Robert works at Tripler Army Medical Center where he
serves as a Marriage and Family Therapist. Sherry is a registered
nurse and works for Queens Medical Center, Honolulu, HI. Their
son, Nick, is currently in second grade.
Wesley Fisher (’05), following graduation, spent three years with
the Long Beach Police Department. In April, 2008, he made a lateral
transition to the Newport Beach Police Department. He and his
wife, Tessa (’07), were married in September, 2007. They recently
purchased a home in Westminster, and are active members of
Rock Harbor Church in Costa Mesa, CA.
David Gantenbein (’05) recently moved to Phoenix, AZ where
he serves as the student pastor at Foothills Baptist Church. He
received an M.A. in Educational Leadership at Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Trevor Johnson (‘05) serves as assistant coach for men’s and
women’s volleyball at California Baptist University. His wife, Jane
Kim Johnson, (‘05), is starting her third year as a first grade
teacher at Helen Keller Elementary in Lynwood, CA.
Jonathan Michael Taylor (’06) currently serves as the Minister
of Students and Family Life at First Baptist Church, McLoud, OK.
Jonathan, his wife, Randi, and their daughter, Isabelle, make their
home in McLoud.
Cynthia Bearman (’07) completed her Master’s degree in Special
Education at CBU and is working on her third year of teaching with
Riverside Unified School District.
Lindsay Mingee (’07) has been appointed executive director of
The Highland Area Chamber of Commerce, in Highland, CA.
Amanda Cothran (’08), the current Miss Fontana, traveled in the
summer of 2008 with 21 other students from California Baptist
University to England to Oxford University for a change-of-pace
college experience.
Courtney Lloyd (’08) is pursuing a multiple-subject teaching
credential from CBU, while gaining experience in the classroom.
Duane M. Magee (’08) received his Bachelor’s degree from CBU
and currently makes his home in Highland, CA.
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LITTLE LANCERS

Megan Hope MacDonald was born to Mike (’93 & ’97)
and Lynda (’93) MacDonald on July 17, 2008.
Judah Jay-Matthew Moore was born to Laura (nee
Bugbee ’07) and Lawson Moore (’07) on June 4,
2008.
(4) Joseph Lewis Baker was born to Stacey (nee Jay
’94) and Johnathan Baker on June 20, 2007. Stacey
received her Master’s degree in English from CBU in
May 2007. She teaches AVID at Colton High School,
as well as English I Honors in her 12th year with the
district.
(5) Micah Trace Langley was born to Gale Langley (nee
Farnsworth ’96) and her husband on April 27, 2008.
Micah joins big brothers Nathan and Kyle.
Cooper James Barrows was born to Christopher (’99)
and Ali (nee Ardis ’01) Barrows on Memorial Day 2008.
Cooper joins big sister Abigail Lauren, who turned three
on April Fool’s Day. Chris is an Assistant Principal at a
private college preparatory high school in San Bernardino,
CA, while Ali teaches 4th grade in San Bernardino. They
currently reside in Yucaipa, CA.
(6) Tiffani Marie McClaury was born to Tim (’99) and
Tracy McClaury (nee Lewis ’00) on September 3, 2007.
Tiffani joins big sister Natalie, age 4. The McClaury
family currently makes their home in Chino, CA.

WEDDINGS

(7) Sarah M. Leoni (nee Deyden ’01) was married to
Vinecnt Leoni on June 7, 2008.
Allison Kusmitch (’05) and Richard Dean (’05) were
married on June 21, 2008 at Magnolia Avenue Baptist
Church in Riverside, CA. Allison is pursuing her M.A.
degree in Special Education and works as a Resource
Specialist in Lake Elsinore Unified School District.
Richard works as a history teacher in Alvord Unified
School District and is pursuing his M.A. in Educational
Technology.
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IN MEMORIAM

Charles Wayne Brown (’70) passed away on January 9, 2008
following a three year battle with melanoma. He is survived by his
wife, Nuygen and step-daughter, Cassie; daughter: Callie Brook
Brown; parents: Dr. Edd and Flo Brown; brothers: Dr. Stephen
Brown and Dr. Bruce Brown; sister: Marcia Reynolds; sister-inlaw: Peggy Brown; brother-in-law: Lt. Col. Charles Reynolds;
nephews: Matthew Brown and his wife, Tammy, Nathan Brown
and his wife, Danielle, Jordan Reynolds; nieces: Laurel Brown and
Julian Reynolds.
Micheal L. Jones (’93) went home to be with our Lord on February
20, 2008.
Tyra Powell-Monsanto (’04) passed away on May 28, 2008 after a
nine-month battle with leukemia. She is survived by her husband,
Steve; three sons: Laurence, Michael and Matthew; her father,
Alex; sisters: Nicole and Kimberly (Daniel); grandfather: Plato;
aunts: Willean, Doris, Monica, Elaine and Lisa; uncles: Eric, Arthur
and Timmy; nieces: Marissa and Danielle; nephew: Daniel, Jr.; inlaws and a host of close friends. She was preceded in death by
her mother, Joyce, and sister, Terry. Services were held on Friday,
June 6, 2008 at Crestline Memorial Park in Riverside, CA.
Nine-year-old Anna Borger, daughter of Southern Baptist
representatives Todd (’86) and Timberly Borger, died in Indonesia
on May 7, apparently from head injuries caused by falling from a
bicycle. Our prayers and sympathies go out to the Borger family.

CORRECTIONS
An announcement in the last issue of The Roundtable reported
the couple as Jill Bowman (‘01) and Josh Bowman (‘01). The
announcement should have read:

(8) Jill Bowman (‘01) and Josh Heinz (‘01) were married on
November 2, 2007 in Redlands, CA. Jill teaches first grade at a
school in Riverside, and Josh is a wedding/event photographer
with visioneerstudios.com.
Please note the following correction:

A typographical error in the June 2008 issue of the Roundtable,
showed our dear departed Professor Wayland Marler’s birth date
as “1953.” The correct birth date is “1937.”
		
				
~ Editor
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2008 Hall of Fame Banquet

1999 Men’s Indoor Track & Field Team (Left to Right: James Adams, Thomas Beese, Milton Browne, Nate Browne, Jimmy
Divine, Mike Elliot, Ricardo Etheridge, Robert Niemi, Eric Shirley, Ricardo Valenzuela; Not pictured: Kris Bowditch, Eric
Boykin, Donni Jackson, Andre Moss, David Ostrus, Jon Ostrus, Kenneth Royal, Jayson Swigart, Eric Campbell, Coach Irv Ray)

On Saturday, September 13, the Van Dyne Gymnasium
echoed with memories of past CBU athletic glory at
the Second Annual Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet.
Nearly 200 welcomed new Hall of Fame inductees Matt
Berry, ’03 (Swimming), Sheryl Carbajal Miyamoto, ’90
(Volleyball), Larry Smith, ’83 (Baseball) and Jessica Wild
Visser, ’03 (Swimming). Each of the inductees gave
heartfelt acceptance speeches, attributing their postcollege success to their CBU academic and athletic
experiences.
Also honored were members of the 1999 men’s indoor
track and field team, who received the Lancers First
Team Award. This team, under the leadership of Head
Coach Irv Ray won the first NAIA National Championship

Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, California Baptist University President,
presents the Riverside Sports Hero Lifetime Achievement
Award to Jim Clover.

in CBU history. The team was honored not only for
this historic triumph, but for achieving this feat with a
relatively small squad and no home practice field.
The evening concluded with the presentation of the
Riverside Sports Hero Lifetime Achievement Award to
Jim Clover. Clover was honored for his 25 years as an
athletic trainer for local high school and college athletes
and for his support of programs of the Kinesiology
Department at CBU. Clover is the co-founder of the
Riverside SPORT Clinic and a founder of the Riverside
Sport Hall of Fame.
Proceeds from the event benefited the CBU Athletic
Scholarship Fund.

Hall of Fame Inductees: Left to Right: Matt Berry (’03),
Jessica Wild Visser (’03), Larry Smith (’83), Sheryl Carbajal
Miyamoto (’90)

2007-2008 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Seated (left to right): Rev. Phil Neighbors, Mr. Don Nichols, Mr. Chuck Doremus, Dr. J.T. Reed, Dr. William K. Hall, Mr. Bart Shifter, Mr. Jerry Todd, Dr.
Phoebe Lambeth; Second row (left to right): Mrs. Janneth Russell, Dr. Bob Byrd, Dr. L. Dean Lowe, Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, Mrs. Michele Chandler, Ms. Eydie
Miskel, Mr. Tom Hixson, Mr. Kyung Yi; Third row (left to right): Mr. David Smith, Mr. Chris Arledge, Rev. Gil De La Rosa, Mr. Richard Yu, Mr. Gary Vick,
Dr. Fermín Whittaker, Mr. Jack Hawkins; Back row (left to right): Rev. Tom Holladay, Dr. Steve Bass, Rev. Wayne Reynolds, Mr. Walt Crabtree, Mr. Lance
Reid, Mrs. Cindy Cook, Rev. Steve Davidson, Dr. James Draper, Mr. Jim Williams, Rev. Anthony Dockery, Rev. Zac Patnaik, Rev. Ralph Neighbour. Not
shown: Rev. David Gill, and Dr. Bonnie Metcalf
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