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Dr. Jacob Avila received his B.A. degree in Industrial and Organizational Psychology 
from Pepperdine University in 2002; an M.B.A. in Management from California Baptist 
University in 2005; and a Doctorate in Policy, Planning and Development from the 
University of Southern California in 2013.  

 
In the summer of 2016, Dr. Avila joined the Gordon and Jill Bourns College of Engineering at California 

Baptist University (CBU).  He is the Director and an Associate Professor of the Construction Management 

program. He teaches courses in plan reading and estimating, advanced estimating, project delivery and 

contracts, construction planning and scheduling, and project and construction management.  He was the 

business department chair, MBA program director, and assistant professor of management from 2012-2015 

at CBU in the Division of Online and Professional Studies – a unit of CBU serving adult students via online 

and hybrid education.  While in these roles he was responsible for teaching, research, curriculum, 

assessment, ACBSP accreditation, faculty development, and the overall development of the undergraduate 

and graduate business programs.  During the 2015-2016 academic year he taught management at the 

undergraduate and graduate levels as an associate professor of management in the Crowell School of 

Business at Biola University.    

His industry experience spans over seventeen years in the construction industry where he worked primarily 

in general management. Prior to his transition to academia, he served as executive vice president and 

general manager of CA Construction, a family-owned construction firm specializing in disaster restoration 

and government contracting. As general manager, he oversaw the business operations as well as 

estimating, project management, production, and consulting services to government agencies, property 

managers, law firms, AEC firms, third-party administrators, and insurance carriers. 

 

He is a licensed contractor (inactive) holding B - general building and C15 - flooring contractor license 

classifications. He is certified by the Institute of Inspection, Cleaning, and Restoration Certification (IICRC) in 

water damage restoration; the United States Green Building Certification Institute (USGBCI) as a LEED 

Green Associate; and OSHA in construction safety.    

Dr. Avila is a scholar-practitioner and is committed to enhancing the work of construction industry 

professional through applied research. The underlying goal in all of his work is to help construction 

organizations gain efficiencies by systematically advancing the understanding of industry dynamics, 

improving the design and application of best practices, and strengthening the connections between scholarly 

and professional activities. 

He married his wife, Becca, in 2004 and they live in Riverside with their three children.  


