
 

 

 

 

                    Certified for Success 
 

 Junior Construction Management major Andrew 

Carothers is a man proficient in balancing the different demands 

of his life. As a husband and father of two children under the age 

of 3, Carothers is also attending classes and working for the City 

of Riverside. He explains that he entered the CBU engineering program intending to major in 

Civil Engineering; his plan was to get his degree and then enter the construction industry. 

However, one semester in, he realized that the Civil Engineering program was too technical for 

his taste and he changed his major to the more hands on Construction Management program. 

 Construction has been a hobby for Carothers and something that he enjoys. So it was a 

natural switch for him from Civil Engineering to Construction Management. He currently works 

as a Building Inspector for the City of Riverside, a job that he says allows him to spend minimal 

amounts of time in the office and the ability work on something different every day. After 

finishing his degree, Carothers would like to get a full-time job with the city. His current goals 

are to provide for his family while doing something he loves. 

 Recently, Carothers completed two certifications that will help him as he continues to 

work for the city. He is now a certified Residential Building Inspector and Residential 

Electrical Inspector. The purpose of having these certifications is to show that he knows the 

information needed to inspect these builds and that he knows how to apply that information it in 

a real world situation. Carothers said that every region and city has their own building codes and 

that having these certifications indicate that he has knowledge of these building procedures. For 

him, the certifications have helped him increase his awareness of regulations and to make sure 

that the product is in line with those regulations so that there aren’t any costly mistakes.  

 Carothers would like to encourage the students who are working their way through the 

Construction Management program to take advantage of the Summer Internships. It is a chance 

for practical application and to discover what you like to do within the Construction field. 

“Construction is a broad field. You can have a degree, but if you don’t know what you want to 

do it’s not going to be of much help, you know?” Carothers said. For himself, he found that he 

enjoyed building inspections rather than something more theoretical, like estimating. Another 

important aspect of the internship is building a network. According to Carothers, who you know 

matters. Networking is key. Students also have the opportunity to build their network through 

CBU’s new ACCE Student Chapter as well, which is striving to make contacts in the 

construction world.  

 Ultimately, Carothers is thankful for the opportunity to do something that he enjoys. And 

being a part of the hands on, practical CBU Construction Management program has helped put 

him in a place to be a part of an industry that he loves.  
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